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TO THE 
4 Right Honourable 
AVWILLIAM Lod DIGBY, 
v7 BARO ” m IGBY 


:| Geaſhil in 'J land. 


k My Lord, 


: — 


Him TI Preach'd ths Sermon to my 
own Pariſh, T had no Deſten to 
make it more publick. But ſunce 
your Lordſhip _ res it ſhould come 
abroad, I readily ſubmit to it. For, beſides the juſt 
and great Regard T have to your Lor 7 ge Requeſt, 

I would not be wanting in any thing, that may ſerve, 
though im a very ſmall meaſure , to do Honour to that 
moſt dear, and exemplary Saint , your deceaſed Bro- 
ther. I am conſcious that the Draught I have made 
of him is -oery imperfeft : but ſuch as it us, it ſets 
out many things moſt worthy to be imitated, which 
may rendey it no loft Labour to the World. To do Rioht 
indeed to the Subjett , T ſhould ſpeak im Proportion to. 
what he deſerved : but to do ſervice among thoſe that 
__ the ſaying any thing almoſt of him is ſuffuci- 
ent ,, ſince it muſt needs be worth Mens while to hear 


Az any' 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


any Particulars remarqued upon , where almoſt all are 
excellent, And fo long as his Charafler may benefit 
others, were he on Earth again , he, whoſe ſty- 
died cars it was to do 200d, and ſhun the praiſe of it, 
would readily parc don all the well-meant Errors and 

Defefts of the Compiler , which make it wanting to 
bir own Flonour. hid 1 am well aſſured your Lord- 
ſhip, who ſucceeds him in his Virtues , as well as in his 
Eſtate and Honour, will do ſo too. 

In particular, my Lord, T hope your Lordſhip will 
reap Benefit by theſe Papers, For to your own 
Stock of an excellent good Nature, and Religious Prin- 
ciples, you have made the diſcreet Choice of his admi- 
rable Example to improve both , and have already tran- 
ſcribed tt , m ſome choice and commendable Methods, 
God grant your Lordſhip a laſting Continuance , and 
daily creaſe of thoſe Noble Endowments , which make 
you-Brothers m Virtue as well as in. Blood, that you 
may not only equal, but exceed him i all th 'ofe Excellen- 
cies and Pious Rualities , which ſet him out for a rare 
Pattern, and imjoy a much longer Life , wherein to 
diſplay , . and do good to the World with them. This, 
my Lord, is, and always muſt be the moſt hearty 
Prayer of, | 

Your Lordſhip's 
Coles-Hill | in moſt AﬀeCtionate 
_ wok | p Duty and 5 Service, 


John Kettlenell, 
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SERMON 


Preached at 


Coles-Hill in Warwickshire, 
Fanuary 24. 1685. 
On occaſion of the DEATH 


OF THE 
Right Honourable 


SIMON Id DIGSBYT;, 


On Heb. 6. 12. 


That ye be not ſlothful, but followers of them, who 
through Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. 


N E of the beſt Encouragements to att, 
nag in difficult and perilous Under- 
takings, is other Mens Examples. And 
the Argument, which is like to have 
moſt force, and prevail moſt in Examples, 

is their good-Events , when we ſee others, unter the 

ſame Duladvantages and Hardſhips we ſuffer, to injoy 
the, ſame Divine Aids a Ye we reſt, and meet 
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at laſt with the ſame ſucceſs which we hope for. And 
this Argument the Apoſtle uſes in this place, to per- 
{wade the brew Converts, to Conſtancy and Perſe- 
verance in the Fiith. We deſire, lays he, that as hither 
to ye have ſhown love towards Goa?s Name in a free Pro- 
feion of Religion , and miniſtred to the Saints, who 
{ufter for him, (thereby openly owning and avowing 
both him arid them ) fo ye world {till continue to ſhew- 
the ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of your Hope unto 
the end. That ye: be not ſlothful and + faint-hearted, 
like thoſe cowardly Apoſtates mentioned v. 6. whole 
caſe is deſperate., but followers of them, who through 
Faith ana Patience inherit the Promiſes. 

That which he particularly notes in theſe Examples, 
1s their Faith, and Patience, Their Faith, that is their 
firm truſt in God, and belief of his Promiſes, relying on 
his Word under all Tryals. And theif Patience, that is, 
their perſeverance in this Truſt and expettation under all 
Delays, and conſtant adherence to him under all Difficul- 
ties, Theſe two the Apofile ſingles out from among 
many others , becaufe they particularly ſerve his 
Purpoſe, which is to preſs Perſeverance 1» the Faith, 
acklas totally abjuring and falling off: from Chriſt , as 
ſome had done v. 6; nor forfating the Publick Aſſem- 
blies in perilous Tunes as f others did, which would 
ſhortly end in it : which Perſeverance is beft ſecured 
by theſe two Virtues. But good Examples give in- 
ftances of many other Virtues wherein they are to be 
followed , and are equally ferviceable to all other Du- 
tics as well as theſe : and in that latitude I ſhall con- 
ſider them in the enfuing Diſcourſe. 

This Text excites the Hebrews to diligence in good 
Works , from the Examples of deceaſed Saints , who 
ae now reaping the Reward of all their former _ 
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the Death of the Lozd DIGBY. 
and inberit the T0. And intreating on it, I ſhall 


1. Show what uſe we are to mak: of Piows Mews 
Examples. 


2. Propoſe one to your imitation, 


1. I ſhall ſhow what ufe we are to make of Pious Mens 
E xamples. 


A good Example is both a very in/ftrafrwve, and in- 
gaging thing. And the Examples of deceaſed Saints, 
have more Power and Efficacy than the Examples 
of the livinzz. For nothing gives us ſo juſt an Eſtt- 


mate of any Excellencies, as the loſs of them. And 


when once good Men are gone, there is no more 
Emulation, to make thoſe that ſurvive detra&t from 
what was imitable and praiſe-worthy in them. And 
after their Deaths, we look upon them not only as 
Good , but as Bleſſed, and ſo are apt to be influenced 
the more by their Virtues, becauſe of our Veneration 
for their Perſons and Memories. And theſe the Apoſtle 
here propoſes , direQing us to look up to thoſe, who 
are now no longer Candidates and ExpeQants, but 
tmherit the Promiſes. 

Now the uſe we are to make of their Examples, is 
both for a Leſſon ro diref# and teach, and allo for a 
Motive to hearten and excite us to an imitation of their 
Virtues. 

1. We muſt uſe the Examples of Good Men for a Leſ- 
fon, to direit and guide us in the way of Goodneſs. 
Examples are more plainly inſtructive than Precepts. 
For Precepts preſcribe Virtue in general Terms, which 
afrerwards necds farther Reaſoning to ſupply Circum- 
ſtances, and accommodate them to particular Occa- 
fions. Bur Examples ſhew it in particular inſtances, 
attired in all its various Forms and Circumſtances, 
and fitted for Prattice; fo that when they are in fight, 
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we have nothing left to do, but to follow whatwe ſee 
before us. And this uſe our $:v4our direfs us to make 
of his Example, to look upon his Life as a Sermon, and 
make his PraGtice our inſtruQtion. Learn of me, for 
T am meek and lowly Matt. 11. 29. 

But in this uſe, of /carning our duty from Good Ex- 
amples, we mult take care to chuſe ſuch atts of Good Men 
for our imitation, as had a law of God to direct them. Good 
Mens examples are no warranty to our Conſciences , 
when they are alone. They makeour duty plainer by 
illuſtrating Gods Laws; fo that they help our under- 
ſtanding of what is good, when there is a Law with 
them. But they do not make any thing a duty with- 
out a Law, and much leſs can they authoriſe any aQtion 
which is againſt a Law of God : ſo that we muſt not 
think it enough to juſtify us in any aCtion, that any 
good Men have done the ſame. 

1. We may not imitate all the Aitions of Good Men; 
becauſe no Men are perfectly good in this World, but 
have a mixture of Good and Evilin them. They have 
not only Virtues to be followed, but over- ſights and 
Humane Paſſions to be pityed and avoided. And theſe 
being faultsand blemiſhes in them, can give us no ſecu> 
rity in following them. 

2. We may not imitate all ſuch aits of theirs, as the 
Scripture recites. without blaming. Such is Jacob and 
Rebekkah's fraud, in making 61/:zd Iſaac go out of his 
way, and Stealing away Eſau's bleſſing. Ger. 27. And 
Holy David's putting his friend Jonathan, to excuſe his 
not attending upon Saul at the Feaſt of the New Moon, 
by makinga teign'd Story for him, 1. Sam. 20, 5, 6. 
And by fuch another fiction getting the Shew-bread and 
Goliah's Sword from Ahimelcch , which occaſioned the 
death of fo.,7ſcore and five of the Prieſts, and of all the 


inhabitants, 


the Deathof the Lozd DIGBY. 


inhabitants, not only Men, but alſo Women and Children 
in the City of Nob. 1. Sam. 21. $&c. 22 Theſe, with 
other ſuch like ations of Good Men, the Scripture 
relates by way of bare Hiſtory and Narrative, without 
making deſcants and refleCtions, or paſſing any cen- 
ſure on them. But the ſilence of the Holy Pen-men in 
this Point, isno lign of their Approbation, God has 
plainly enough laid down the Rules, whereby Men 
ought to aft in thele caſes, and from which we are to 
judge of their ations. And therefore having related the 
fatts which were done, they leave others to bring them 
to the Rules, and fee whether they are according to 
them. When any Good mans aQiion then is related in 
Scripture, *cis no ſufficient juſtification of it to ſay it 
is not cenſured, unleſs it canbe ſhewn moreover that it 
15 z0t Lyable to cenſure ; that is, that it is againſt no Law 
of God, which both the Holy Pen-men and weare to 
cenſure and judge of all Aftions by. 

Nay further, 

3. We may not imitate all ſuch Attions, as we find juſt:- 
fied and commended in the Scriptures. The Reaſon of this 
is, becauſe the Scriptures commend, nor only purely 
virtuous, but alfo mixt aQions, which are only juſtifi- 
able on ſome accounts, but culpable on others. Thus 
the Lordin the Parable doth by his needy Steward, who 
at his going off provides for his future ſubſiſtence 
among his Lords Tenants, by a falſe Stating of his Ma- 
ſters accounts : he commended the unjuſt Steward that he 
had donewiſely. Luk. 16 $8. Where, though the Lord 
commends his fore-ſight , that he ated Providently , 
yet, had hedeſign'd to ſpeak to it, he would as much 
have blamed his fraud and diſhoneſty. And thus our 
Saviour doth by David, witen he ſpeaks of his eating the 
Shew-bread : he juſtifies his eating of it, though it were 


appropriated 
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appropriated to the Ao as and was Holy, becauſe all 
that was [uperſeded by his Hunger and neceſſity. Marr, 
12.3, 4 But although he there maint ins his eating 
of the Holy Bread, yet are we not thence to conclude 
be would alſo have defended that faiſhood whereby he 
Yrocured it. 1 Sam. 21. 2. Thus Sr. Paul, among 
lis o:her Worthies, praiſes Gideon, and Swfſon, and 
TJphtha, Heb. 11.32. But that which he would recom- 
mend to imitation among us from their Practice, is on- 
ly their faith, not their Hoſtilities and Ma-lite invaſions 
And the like judgment we may reaſonably pals upon 


the Commendar1on given to the Egyptien Mrdvives, 


who with their Pious Charity in ſaving the lives of poor 
Innocents, joyn'd falſhood to their own Prince, to 
whom, when they reply'd any thing atall, they ought 
not to have given a falſe anſwer in their examinations, 
Therefore, ſays Moſes, God dealt well with the Altdvives, 
and made them Horſes, thereby not approving their in- 
ſincerity, but only rewarding their Pious Charity. ExoZ. 
1. V.16. tov. <2, In theſe, and the like inſtances, 
when the Good part in a mixt action 1s the moſt emi- 
nent, as in the caſe of the Midwives ; or when the ill 
part happen'd througha pityable fear, and great tempta- 
rion to 1t, as in the caſe both of them, and David: God, 
who is much more prone to approve than to ſpy faults, 
and had rather ive what may make for us, than 
what woulkl make againlt us, is plealed oft-times to take 
notice of the virtues of his ſervants, which are to their 
Praiſe, without mentioning the defets intermixt , 
which would be to their diſparagement. But becauſe 
in thee mixt actions God commends what he likes, we 
mult not thin! that he alſo approves what his Law for- 
bids and puniſhes. The ill part of good mens Actions, 
their faults and defets, are no groun:! of his commen- 


dation, 
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dation, and ſocan give no warranty for-our imitation 
of them. 

One cxample, indeed, there is, which is perfectly 
wichout ſin, and that is the example of our BYeſſed S- 
viour, who did no fin, neither was guile found in his Mouth, 

1 Pet. 2.22. But although we are ſecure, that in his 

cxample nothing juſtly defery'd blaine, yet muſt we 

not draw even it as a Rule in all Points for our imitation, 

| For hewasa Perſon of a moſt peculiar office and ſati- 

pn, and many things which he did were in virtue of 

that, which are not compatible to us that follow him. 

He * faſted forty days and forty nights, at his entrance up- * xa. 4. 2. 

on the office of being a Law-giver to the Church, as 

| + Myſes had done before him. He nh/pt the buyers and ; £:94.34.28. 
ſellers out of the Temple, and overthrew the T ables of the 

Mony Changers, without any viſible authority of a publick 

CharaCter or warrant from the Magiſtrate, but only as 

| hewasthe +4 Son of God, and becauſe the Spirit of Zete | Job-215 17 

was upon him. He * freely and operty reproved the Seribes + 1,11 24, 

and Phariſces, thoſe great Rulers among the Jen's, and 

call'd Kj/ng Herod + Fox, by virtue of his Prophetical + Ll, 13. 32, 

Commiſion. Thele, and ſeveral other things he aQed, 

not as an ordinary perſon, by his pattern to lead on 0- 

ther Men : but as being afted by an extraordinary Spirit, 

| and in purſuit of his mediatory office I eneking: 

which is a thing wherein we muſt not pretend to 1m1- 

| tate him. 

? Tis true, our Lord's example is a Ru'e to direct us in 
our duty, and he intended it ſhould be fo, calling us to be 
his followers by noe in the ſame ſleps, and to be 
meek and lonly, as we ſaw he was. Put in taking 
Meaſures of our duty from it, we ft nt conclide any 
thins a duty barely from his Pattern, but only where his 
Laws [iy the ſame, For not tobe minute 13 all the partt- 

B 2 culars. 
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culars, wherein our Bleſſed Saviour's example ma 
inftrutt us, the ſafeſt and eaſieſt argument from his 
ations in this caſe, is when they are inſtances and il. 
luſtrations of his own Precepts. It is not his praQtice, 
but his command that makes any thing a duty, and 
when he praCtiſes according to it, that exemplifies the 
cou mandment in its lively forms and circumſtances, and 
is a more ſenſible manifeſtation of the duty injoyn'd 
by it. The adding of his praCtice, where he has given 
a Precept, ſerves for a clearer illuſtration of it : ur if 
there be no precept, his praCtice alonedoth not bind, 
nor make any thing become a duty which before was 
not one. And gina. ; thoſe inſtances, wherein 
theScriptures recommend his example tous, are things 
injoyn'd by his own Laws. As when wearebid to be 
week 1nd lowly, as he was, Matt. 11. 29; toinherit the 
virtue of Ble/ing our Perſecutors and Slanderers from 
his praQtice, z Pet. 3. 9 ; to follow his ſteps in a Patient 
Reſign'd endurance of unjuſt fufferings, without railing 
- wrathful returns, x Pet. 2. 20, 21, 23. and the 
like. | 

And as this is true of the example of Chriſt, ſo like- 
wiſe of the Examples of other Holy Perſons recorded 
in Scripture. For even their unmixt AQtions, which 
were not blameable in them, are ſometimes unkit for 
our imitation, being perform'd in purſuit of peculiar offices, 
or authorized by ſuch circumſtances of things and other ſpeci- 
al inducements, as they had at that time, and which do 
not agree tos in common with them. 

1. Several of their Aftions, which the Scripture juſti- 
fies, were by virtue of immediate divine warranty and com- 
miſſion, which would bave fallen under 4 juſt cenſure,but for 
that reaſon. Thus the Iſraelites F borrowed of the E, yptians, 
and pay'd not again, becauſe God, the ſupreme Diſpoſe? 
of 
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ofall mens Goods, had given them that expreſs DireQi- 

on. ÞF Phineas, though a private Man, did a Pablick + Num. 25. 

att of juſtice upon a Malefattor, without expeCting the 7 e 

forms of Law and the Magiſtrates order for it, becauſe | 

he had a Particalar Divize impulſe (a thing ſomerimes 

vouchſafed under the Jewiſh diſpenſation ) and the Sp#yit 

of Zele was upon him. * Jehu took Arms againft the * 2 King. g. 

Houſe of Ahab, and flew his _— Toram by a particular 

command of God, which would have been a moſt deteſta- 

| ble Treaſonand Rebellion without it. The Holy Pro- if 
phets are moſt publick and plain in their reproofs, both | | 


of Princes and Prieſts, calling them * Companions of * I.r. 10.23. 
Thieves, Rulers of Sodom, Þ Blind Watchmen, Dumb +T.56. 1, 
Dogs, greedy Dogs, and the like, becauſe there were '* 
ſuch Profligate Powers then, and though they were 
in Authority, this was zo criminal ſpeaking evil of digni- 
ties, becauſe the Prophets ſpoke not of themſelves, 
but only delivered Gods Meſſage, which he had put in- 
to their Mouths. Theſe bold and open reprehenfiogs 
of higher Powers were good in them, becauſe the Lord 
had bidden them. Bur this is no juſtification at all 
to the black-moutl?d Quakers, and other railing Rabſhekah”s 
of our time, who have neither the like juft occaſion, 
nor, if they had, can reaſonably pretend to any fuch 
prophetical office and commiſſion. 
2. Other of their Attions were commendable upon 
their ſuitableneſs to the preſent circumſtances and particular 
fate of things at that time, which would have deſerv'd no 
praife, but rather reproof at another ſeaſon. Such was 
David's eating the Shew-bread in the preſling neceſſity of 
his Hunger, and when he could have noother ; which 'I4 
had been unjuſtifiable and blame-worthy out of that | 
circumſtance, and at any time when common Bread "7 
wasto be had. Suchalſo was $7. Paxls f circumciſing AF. 16.1, Þ Na. 
- Timothy, bd 


PI | 


2 EIU es wet +> oi. 


f Aﬀ.4- 34» 
JS, 


— 


* 2 Theſſ. 4+ 


ny nn” 


$. II, 


CEY 60/94 View - ae". 299 7 x 
_— OT. _ rar is 


+2 Kirg.1n. 


4 &6.14@1Co 


A Dexmon Pzeached at 


Timthy,vlen he choſe him out to gath:r Jewiſh Convettt,, 
becauſe that would help him to gain upon the Jews, 
who at that time having a great devotion to the Law 
of Moſes, would not only be ſlow to receive inſtruction 
from, but alſo to give accels and converſe freely with an 
uncircumciſed perſon, But becauſe he did it; in this, 
advantageous circumſtance, we mult not conclude it 
may be done inditterently in any others, or to co.nply 
with their error, who preſs the neceſſity of cirenmeiſion 
and the Law of M's: 1n which alteration of the caſe, 
the Apoſtle himſelf was fo far from doing the ſame a- 
gain, that he inflexibly refuſed to circumciſe Titus when 
the neceſſity of it was urged upon him by the /alſe Bre- 
thren and Judaizors. Gal. 2. 3, 4, 5. Such again was 
the prattice of + having all thinss common at Fernſalem, 
when the neceſſities of the poor Saints could not other- 
wiſe be ſupplyed, and the confiſcations coming upon 
the Church for Chriſt's ſake, would let no Chriſtian 
there call any thing his own long. And the Apoſlto- 
lical Rules of * holding no acquaintance Or commerce with 
' ſlubbory contemners of "1 Wb. 4169 and notorious evil 
livers , which, whilſt the Church was encompaſſed, 
with Heathens, fo that its own members would ſeek 
ſhelter from it, and the offenders were fewer in Num- 
ber, and {o unable to prote& themſelves, was like to 
reduce them. Theſe praQtices were good then becauſe 
prudent in their circumſtances, and proper for that 
ſcaſon; but would not deſerve the like approbation in 
thoſe, who ſhould go toimnitate them unſcaſonably at 
another time. 

3. Laſtly, Some Attions of, good Men, particu- 
larly under the Old Teſtament , were juſtifiible whilft 
thit Diſpcyſation , ſtood, which would be criminal in us 

mow, who are ugder a La wore perfect, Such was | Elias 
| calling 
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calling down Fire from Heaven upon his Adverſaries, 
which agreed well enough with that State, Bur when 
the Diſciples Fam! s ana John went about to do the like, 
and pleaded his Example in jult.ficartion of it, Jeſus 
rebuke d them , an told them his Dilpenſation required 
anoth'r marm x of Spirit, Lnuki 9, 54, 55, Such alſo 
are the Libertics, of hivinz many Wives, of putting 
avay thur Wives for every canſe and diſlike, of curſing 
Em mits and pravins down Judzments npon thiir Heads, 
which no good Chriſtian mult preſuine to do, becauſe 
he finds it done Þ often by huly David in the Pſalms, + va; x5, 
and by * others of thc holy Prophets, [11.e our S$4v/0ur > Fa 
has out ſtrip,”'d Mes , and rais'd our Duty higher in "4% 0 
theſe Points. 
A5 tothis uſc then of good Mens Examples, viz. taking 

the informition and meaſures of our Duty from them , 
their Examples are not ſuſhcint to warrant our Con- 
ſciences when they are alone, bit only when we ſee 
the Law and Rule too which they went upon, Ir is 
not enovgh to juſtific us in any Action, that they did 
it, unleſs it may appear that they did well init, and 
that it is according to Law, which ſhews what they 
ought to do. Their praftice is n*t to give Laws, but 

is It (elf to be ruled and judged by them, as ours 1s. 
| It they att againſt any Law of God, that Law con- 
demns them, and ſo will never juſtific us for following 

them mn an unlawful cling. But it they ated accord- 
ing toit, we may ſafely tollow them : but that is not 
vpon the authority of their Pattern, but of God's Law, 
which juſtifies both us and them. T ney are only his 
Law's, not other Mens Praftice, which at laſt mult 
judge us. God (hill jidrs the World according to my 
Gſpcl, lays St. Pani, Rom. 2. 16. and my Word thall 
judvre Mem at th: laſt day, ſays our Saviour, Toh. $2-40: 
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And if Laws muſt govern our Sentence, bare Exam. 
ples without Laws can never be ſufficient to guide and 
authorize our praQtice,” So that in learning our Duty 
from good Examples, we muſt ſeek to underſtand a 
Command more fully and ufefully by ſceing it exem- 
plified, but not think bare Examples make Vir- 
ues, and authorize Attions where there are no Com- 
mands at all. And this I have inſiſted the longer on, 
becauſe in judging of their Duty , Men are generally 
prone to build roo much upon the Examples of ſuch, 
as have been eminent for the Pratice of it. They 
find it eaſier to follow what they ſee others do, than 
to enquire what they ought to do: and ſo by an in- 


diſcriminate imitation, ſometimes turn thoſe Pious 


Examples, which were intended for the Souls moſt 
wholſom Food, into its Poiſon. 

2. The ſecond uſe we are to make of Pious Exam. 
ples, is for « Motive, to hearten and excite us to an imi- 
tation of their Virtues. 

This is the moſt proper uſe of Examples, when 
Laws have made Duties, and eſtabliſh'd the goodneſs 
of AQtions, to be an argument and incitement to the 
PraQtice of them. This end = ſerve, by working 
upon that natural Emulation which is in Men, who 


.care not to be out-done in an advantageous or 


praile-worthy _ , and ſeeing others reap Ho- 
nour or Happineſs from any Performances, are there- 
by much incited to attempt the ſame. Now the 
Example of Pious Perſons ſpurs us on to an imita- 
tion of their Virtues, both as it ſhews the Pertfor- 
mance of our Duty to be very deſirable, and farrly 
poſſible. 

1. AS it ſhews it very deſirable, and inflames us 
with a noble eagerneſs, and carneſt lounzing to do as 


they 


« 
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they have done. That which principally doth this in 
Examples, is the honourable end, and happy event of them : 
for the Glory and Greatneſs of the Rewards ſhews the 
delirableneſs of any Service, and is fitteſt to work upon 
our Emulation. And this the Scripture particularly di- 
rects us to look to in the Examples of Holy Men. Te 


have heard of the Patience of Job, and bave ſeen the end of 


the Lord, how bountifully he rewarded him for it , ſays 
St. James tothe Jewiſh Converts, when he exhorted 
them to bear Afﬀittion patiently as he did, Jam. 5. 10,11. 
In running eur hard Race with Patience, lays St. Pau!, 
let us look unto Jeſu » whoendured much worſe , and 
#5 now ſet down tor it at the right hand of God, Heb. 12, 
1,2, Be ye followers of them, faith the Apoſtle in the 
ſame Text, who through Faith and Patience inherit the 
Promiſes. And remember them , who have ſpoken to you 
the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the end of 
their Converſation, and what Eternal Bliſs they got 
by it, H<b.13. 79. Thus doth the Scripture propoſe 
the end of their Services, their purchaſed Glories and 
Rewards, as the moſt Powertal Argument to en- 
kindle noble Deſires in others, and gain Followers. 
So that if we would give our ſelves the Benefit of De- 
cealed Saints end 4 , we muſt conſider the Bliſsful 
End of them, and often reflet, how their Picty has 
Pe them in a ſtate of moſt pure, perfect, and cnd- 
eſs Happineſs, where they are at ablolute Reſt from 
all their Labours, and eternally exempt from all Sor- 
rows, Fears, and Cares; where they injoy all their 
Hearts can defire, and live always 1n the Preſence, 
and about the Throne of God, whence they daily rc- 
ceive Communications ineftable, and Glories incom- 
parable, and ſuch "—_— Delights, and inward 


Satisfactions, 
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SatisfaQtohs, as no Fancy can reach till we come to 
{eel them, all which they are to injoy for evermore, 
"This is the incomparable Reward of all the good they 
did, and a due and fcrious Conſideration of it will 
inflame in us an Emulous Deſire, and mightily ingage 
us to do the ſame. 


2. Their Example encourages us to imitate their 
Virtues, as it ſhews ſuch imitation- fair/y poſſible. 
They were Men of like Paſſions, Over-fights, and 
Infirmities ; and ſubject to like Trials and Tempta- 
tions with our ſelves. And ſince notwithſtanding all 
theſe Difficulties and Diſcouragements , they were 
lucceſsful in their virtuous Attempts, we may juſtly 
take Heart, and hope to be ſo too. For our Dil- 
couragements are no greater than theirs were, and 
our Aſſiſtances from the Spirit and good Providence 
of God will be no leſs. He will be the ſame in all 
Times, to all that labour in expeCtation of his Aid, 
and Faith of his Gracious Promiſes. So that if we will 
imitate their Labours, we may promile our ſelves to 
experiment their Succeſs, and to proſper and be vi- 
Qorious as they have been before us. And this uſe 
alſo the Scripture makes of good Examples. St. Paul 
endeavours to ſupport the Faith and Patience of the 
Corinthians, by telling them there hath no Temptation 
taken them , but ſuch as ts common to Man, 1 Cor. 10. 1 ;. 
and St.'Peter bids the perſecuted Chriſtians be fedfaſft 
in the Faith, knowing that the ſame Affiiitions are ac- 
compliſh'd in their Brethren, which are in the World, 
1 Pet. 5.9 : and St. Paul exhorting the Hebrews to 
Patieuce in their Race, lets before them the Cloud 
of Witneſſes, who were Glorious in their Succeſles, 
though 
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though of like Paſſions and "Trials with themſelves, 
Heb. 12.1. Thus to {trengehen his Faith in God's 
mercy, the Plalmiſt ſays he will remember his won: 
ders of 0'd, and talk of his doings for others, which 
would incourage him to hope for the fame himſelf, 
Pſal. 77,11, 12. AndSt, Paul tells the Corinthians, 
that whether he be afflicted , or comforted , it is for 
their Conſolation and Salvation 3 and is effettual in 
their enduring of th: ſame Sufferings which he ſuffers ; 
they having thereby, not only God's Promiſe, but al- 
{o his Experience toaſſure them of the ſame fupport 
in their Afictions, which he tound in his, 2 Cor. 1.6. 
Thus was one great Benefit they delign'd Men in 
propoſing good Examples to them , the overcoming 
their Diffidence, either of God, or of themlelves, 
and poſſeſſing them with good Hopes of Succeſs in 
their Attempts after any Virtues. And therefore 
if we would give our ſelves a juft Advantage from 
the Examples of Deceaſed Saints, we muſt dul 
conſider their Diſcouragements and Afliſtances, 
and that as they were of like Paſſions and Tempta- 
tions with us, ſo ſhall we find like Grace and 
Succeſs with them, if we + faint not in a holy + 4, r2. 3. 
| Undertaking. 
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Having thus ſhown what uſe we are to make of 
Pious Mens Examples, and how fit they are, el- 
ther to be Guides and Directions to our Conſci- 
ences , or a Spur and incitement to our Practice : 
I proceed now 
2. To propoſe one to your imitation. 


It has pleaſed the All-wiſe God to take from us 
an excellent Perſon , who whilſt he lived was a 


C2 bright 
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bright Example, and a publick Good, whoſe Life 
could credit an Holy rye 9 and whoſe Rank and 
Quality in the World aftord Intereſt and Support 
to it, He was a clear Inſtance of many noble Vir- 
tues, and both a diſcreet and zcalous Stickler in 
promorin them. As for his Funeral, he deſired 
it might be Private, without Splendor and Cere- 
mony , wherewith his Friends would otherwiſe 
have begun to pay Honour to his Memory. And 
this he did out of a Generous Contempt of world- 
ly Show and Pomp, and a fixt inclination of ex- 
preſſing his Liberality , which indeed was Great, 
in Pious and Charitable Works, which are things 
of {olid uſe : Chuſing ſuch Methods of Expence, as 
were like to bring moſt Glory to God, and Good 
to Men, not ſuch as were only empty and unpro- 
fitable ſigns of Honour to himſclf, This way of 
Carrying him to his Grave, occaſioned no Publick 
Meeting at his Funeral, which ah nes ſuch 
Accounts, as might otherwiſe have been expetted 
of him at that time. But Ithink an Example, from 
which ſo much is to be learnt , ought not to paſs 
without ſome Remarques upon it. And although 
I do not intend a juſt and full Deſcription of him, 
yet that you of this Place, who have been Eye- 
Witneſſes of his Converſation, may not loſe the 
Benefit of ſuch a Pattern, I ſhallddraw him out 
in ſome rude Lines for your imitation. And if 
we can be fo wiſe and careful as to imitate him, 
that will make a Recompence for our Loſs, and 
_ art ſupply the want we muſt all expeCt to find 
of him. 


He 


EE 
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He was a Perſon of good underſtanding, without 
haughty opinions and conceit of his own knowledge, 
which 1s the greateſt hindrance to any mans gaining 
more, andprowing wiſer, He wasof a and 
clear apprehenſion; of a temper very ft 


edate and 
calm, tree to hear, and .patient to conſider of ſuch 
reaſons, as were ofter'd tohim 3 of ſagacity to dire&t 
his thoughts to the right mark, where the ſtrels la 
in any point ; andof a well poys'd judgment, in Aif. 
cerning which was the right ſide. He did not aftect 
to hear himſelf talk, and ingrofs the diſcourſe, but 
was indultriouily. carctul to appear, as one that de- 
fired rather to learn than to teach, and to be free 
to hear other mens ſenſe, as well as to give his own, 
But what he took occaſion to ſpeak, was pertinent 
and proper, with ſuch inſight into things, and judi- 
cious conlideration of them, as made it well worth 
the Hearing. He hada very good talent of Reaſon, 
and was careful ſo toimploy it, as might enable him 
to give the beſt and moſt unblameable account of it, 
that is, in underſtanding himſelf and his own duty, 
in bringing Honour to God, and doing Good to Men, 
and fitting himſelf to be ſerviceable to his friends, 
and to his Country, 


As for R-l'9ion, that was the height of all his aims, 
and the molt open of all his Profeſſions, wherein he 
endeavor*d moſt to be a Good Proficient himſelf, and 
which he molt ſought to Propagate among others. 
Of which, for your godly imitation, I ſhall give theſe 
following accounts 
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He was a perlon of rrw? tendern:ſs of conſcience, very 
impreſſive, and ſoon touch'd with any thing, , thar 
had true goodneſs in it. But although he was thus 
juſtly tender, yet he was not of a ſcrupulous —_— 
71.e,apt to run away from trifles, and ſtartle at fuch 
things, as have. in them no ilInels, or hurt at all. 
And to prevent being mil-led into doubts and Per- 
plexitics, by any unneceſſary Rigors or unwary ex- 
preſſions, which ſometimes occur in Good Books, he 
was ſtudiouſly carctul to get diſtinct notions, and to 
diſcern what things recommended in them were mat- 
ters of neceſſary duty, and what only of Prudent ad- 
vice and Godly dircEtion : which thing it it had been 
more remarqued by fowe that have written good 
Books, as well as by thoſe that read them, ſeveral 
laudable directions, that have occaſion'd much trouble 
to ſome Pious minds, would have proved only Pro- 
ficable Helps to mens PraQtice, without engendring 
doubts and ſcruples, or any ways infnaring of their 
Conſciences. 


Next to this true tenderneſs, and intire ſenſe of 
Duty, which T think is the firſt, and mult always be 
the leading excellence in any Good Man, ſince our 
PraQtice of any duties mult follow upon our opini- 
ons of them : I ſhall recommend to you his inrzre care 
and regard to obſerve all, This indeed, was the Sum 
of all his Prayers, of his ſtudies, and endeavours, to be 
an upright and intire Man; z. e. to have aneye toall 
the commandments, and obſerve Godin cvery thing 
he had required of him. To keep up a conſtant 
ſenſe of his weakneſſes and miſcarriages, he took 
daily accounts of his daily praCtice, beſides what he 
did 
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did with more care and cxaCtneſs at ſer times, 
And his cxaminations of himſelf ſtood not only inthe 
molt notorious and weighty dutics, but alſo1n ſuch 
others, as though Chrilk has equally injoyn'd, yet 
in the Practice, and too often in the opinion of the 
World, are lcalt obſerved, He judg'd himſelf for 
his auncharitable Surmiles, and hard 250 for his 
unwary propagatino and reproachful falſhoods he had 
heard of his Brethren, nay for his zncceſſary witr- 
rance of any real miſcarriages he knew by them, tor 
his omiſſions to diſcourage an ill thing, Or to embrace and 
promote a Good one when it lay betore him. Theſe, 
and ſuch other leſs oblerv*d crrors of the Tongue, and 
ſins of converſation, and other leſs noted breaches 
of duty, for which, though Chriſt at laſt will judge 
us all, yet ſo many otherwiſe ſerious neglect to, judge 
and oo jd {woos Fu were the matter of his ac- 
counts and confeſſions. 


And when he had confels'd them, his care, like 
a Good Chriſtian, was to amend them, and to be 
more watchful to prevent the like again, The 
plain truth is, he carefully ſtudyed this Ars, as one 
that greatly delired, and wiſely intended to be ex- 
pert in it. And among all the Methods he took for 
this end, the principal were thele. 


The chief cauſe why Men, who 40 the Gengral 
aim and bent of their minds are ſex upon their duty, 
are yet for all that liable to tranſprels it, is becaulc 
it is ſlipt out of their thoughts, _ they want a pre- 
ſent ſenſe of it when they ſhould be govers'd by it. 
To preyent this, his firſt care was what in RY 
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lay to familiarize all particular duties to his mind. In 
order to this, one way he choſe, was out of Books 
to extratt a ſcheme, containing all particulars in a 
ſhort compaſs, which might eaſily be inared to His 
thoughts: another was, to have all the (ins he needed 
to confeſs, and the graces he was to beg of Cod, et 
down as particularly, as might be, in his daily devo- 
tions. His great deſire and care was to make his 
Prayers ſerve for leſſons and inſtructions, that his 
conteſſions of Sin might ſhew him what he was to 
ſhun, and his Prayers for Grace be monitors to his 
raQtice, and his daily Petitions to Almighty God, 
become Rules to himſelf, And intending thus to 
live according to his Prayers, he deſired in them 
to be very particular in the Points of PraQtice, that 
in his daily devotion, he might not only have the Be- 
nefit of a ſupplication, but withall the daily uſe and 
admonition of a Sermon. | 


Having taken this care to maintain in himſelf 
a preſent _ ſenſe of all duties, his next care 
was to ſtudy, what were the moſt expedite, eaſy, and uſe- 
ful Rules of prattiſing them. And after he had wiſely 
choſen, and propoſed theſe Rules to himſelf, he was 
careful to obſerve them, and took account of himſelf 
how he ſwerv*'d from them : remembring inthe mean 
time, that many of theſe rules were net neceſſary 
duties, but only prudent means, and ſuch as he had 
{et himſelf, but God had not preſcribed him. Theſe 


Rules, with the ſins, which by Nature or cuſtom, 


or the courſe of temptation, he was moſt expoſed to, 
and which they were deſign*d to cure, he ſet down in 


writing. And that both his dangers, and his reme- 


d1es, 
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dies, might be kept freſh and familiar upon his 
mind, his Method was to have two fixt days in every 
week, to peruſe and conſider of them, that ſo, if he did 
forget himſelf, it ſhould be but for a ſhort time, and 
that within a very few days, he might return to his 
former Guard again. 


In Sum, the courſe of his repentance was plainly 
a moſt ſtudied and contrived thing. He forethought 
ways, how 70 carry on good motions ; how to prevent 


ſurprizes; or, when at any time he fell, how 2 re- 


cover himſelf by an immediate repentance ; how to prepare 
for the temptations of any day, or buſineſs, how tv 
maintain a conſtant livelineſs of Heavenly Aﬀetti 
ons, by ſending up Divine Breathings and Ejacula- 
tions, not only every day, but almoſt every hour more 
or leſs. Sothat repentance was the Art he ſtudi- 
ed, and was as truly his daily buſineſs , as fome 
mens Trades and occupations, others vices, and 
the vanities and Diverſions of a third fort are 
theirs. 


This was his care of good living in the general, 
but I ſhall expoſe it ſtill nearer to your view and 
Godly imitation in ſome particulars. 


To begin with the Piety and Devotion of 
his Spirit , he had a Profound Honour and Reverence 
for Almighty God, and Love for Religion, which 
without the extremes, either of fear, or AﬀeCtati- 
on, he would openly profeſs and own in a licenti- 
ous and prophane. Age, that thought ſuch preten- 
ces to Religion to "_ want of Spirit or Breed- 


Ing. 
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ing. He did not only take care ofthe Practice, bus 
elpouſe the _y of true godlineſs: he would 
bravely and wiſcly plead for it, and labour to gain 
Profelytes to it. He had a compaſſionate ſenſe of 
the diiliculties and temptations that attend Men of 
Quality, through the Worlds adopting many wick: 
ed Practices into Rules of Good breeding, and hx- 


1ng ſuch mn into Laws of Honour, as are 


not only a molt open Breach of the plaineſt and 
molt important Precepts of Religion, but the 

rolleſt abfurdities toany ſober reaſon and common 
Sicredlon And having wilely conſider'd and pre- 
=—_ his own mind againſt them, where he could, 

e was glad to convince and (trengthen others, and 
where he could not, he pitied and griey*d for them ; 
lamenting to ſce ſome, in other reſpeQts. very wile 
and ſober Men, too deeply tainted with the com- 
monneſls of the infection. To ingage his friends to 
a ſerious and powerful ſenſe of Religion, he would 
follow them with Good Counſels, which he would 
manage diſcreetly, and time ſeaſonably, laying 
wait for them in their moſt impreſſive Moods, 
eſpecially after any great dangers, or. in the time 
of ſickneſs, and wherein he would reaſon clearly, 
endeavoring to canvince and perſuade them , both 
trom the cogent Reaſon of things, and from the 
more afteting argument of his own experience. 
Whilſt he lived, he would urge them by advice and 
1mportunities, and at his death, by S molt at- 
te4ionate Meſſages and dying Intreaties. In Par- 
fuit of this end he would ſtoop to.any thing, and 
lometimes make himſelf a companion. of mean 
Perfons, not only ſending Books or Inltruftors to 


them, 
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them, but making repeated Perſonal Addreſſes, 
and becoming a Preacher to them himſelf. And 
as for his Servants and Dependants, with the 
care of whom he knew God had particularly 
intruſted him, he was more eſpecially careful to 
have them told their Duty, and obſervant how 
they practiſed it, teaching them to honour the 
Name of Cod, to attend duly upon his worſhip 
in the Church, and particularly upon that 
higheſt inſtance of it, the Holy Sacrament, to be 
conſtant at Prayers in his own family , and fre- 
quently taking Notice of ſuch as negictted them , 
declaring that his buſineſs ſhould not bz adinitted as 
their hindrance and excuſe. Thus was he reſolv'd, 
ſo far as either his Perſwaſions, Example, or Autho- 
rity would prevail with them, that they who ſerv'd 
him, ſhould fear and ſerve his Lord and Maſter 
t0O, - 


And then as for his Prazers aud Dewo- 
tions, Which are the very vital Breath of a 
Religious Spirit, as in his Cloſer, ſo in Publick, 
he gave an example moſt worthy to be imita- 
ted, ſhewing both much Zeal, and diſcretion in 
them. 


F'e was, as you all know, a Careful and conflant 
Attend:r upon Gods Publick worſhip, and ſo de(irous 
to bring others to do the ſame, that when for 
the convenience of the family, he has on any feſti- 
vals firſt had the ſervice of God at home, to induce 
others by his example, he has ſeveral timcs gone 
preſently after to Church to have it there again. 

7-2 And 
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And in this he was not content to attend by halves, but 
was carctul to come to the beginning of the ſervice : 
lincerely defiring rather to come 'before the time, 
and with Paticnce wait the Beginning of the Prayers, 
than loſe any part of them. For he thought it ar- 
gued a great coldneſs, and want of Zeal for God, as in- 
deed it doth, to uſe delays in paying him attendance, 
and though they be as forward as any 1n expec- 
ing of a Bleſſing from him, yet to be among the 


hindmoſt when any Honor and ſervice is to be paid . 


to him : wherein I hope thoſe among you, who are too 
remiſs in this Point, will learn to follow him. And as 
for the Holy Sacrament, though he was laborious in 
recolletion , and much in devotion againſt that 
time, yet were the returns of it, whereat he was 
always a devout attendant, ſo far from being a Bur- 
den to him, that he ſeveral times defired they mighr 
be more dften. 


Thus careful and conſtant an Attender was he uv 
on the Publick Worſhip and Service of God, And 
whilſt he was at Church, weall know the Gravity, 
the Reverence and Devoutneſs of his carriage. 


His Behaviour there was grave and compoſed , 
and a Habit of ſeriouſneſs viſibly dwelt upon his 
Spirit ; which teſtified a mind duly ſenſible, that 
there he was in the more eſpecial preſence of Al. 
mighty God, and negotiating Aﬀairs of greateſt 
moment, which require the utmoſt intention of 
mind, and arenot to be undertaken bya Light and 
trifling, a remils and ſtupid, a delultory and care- 
leſs Spirit. 
It 
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It was alſo very Reverent, and in' Dec-nt ſhow 
of Profound Humility and Submiſſion of Spirit, to 
his aweful apprehenfions of God, adding humble 
and reſpeelful Poſtures , and praying always upon 
his Knees. For which he had ſo Conſcientious a 
Regard himſelf, that as he has told me, he was 
really ſcandalized to fee the careleſs , negleCful, 
and misbzcoming Geſtures ſome others would 
uſe at Church in their Prayers : being uneaſie in 
himſelf to ſee men, even when they profeſs'd to 
honour and pray to God, to do it in ſuch care- 
leſs Poſtures as ſhew*'d not Honour but Neglef, 
and wherein, though they preſume to pray to 
God , yet they dare not come to Petition any 
Powerful, or Great man. 


And as for the Devotion of his Heart , when he 
appeared among you in any Publick Worſhip, 
how eaſily might you obſerve a Spirit Greatly and 
Piouſly afte&ted * How humble , and hearty was 
he in his Confeſſions, how fervent in Holy De- 
ſires, how affeQionate in Praiſes and Thankſpi- 
vings? In a word, he diſcover'd a profound ſcnſe 
of God's Majeſty and adorable Excellencies,- a fall 
Conviftion of his own Meanneſs and Sinfulneſs, 
and an high Eſtcein and ardent Deſires of the 
Favour of God, an! of the Mercies of another 
World. All whicl1 Devout Tempers and Ap- 
prehenſions wee livelily drawn out 1n his outward 
Meen , and yet without appearance of Vanity 
and Oſtentation. 


This 
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This was the Religious Behaviour of this -Pious 


| I | bal 
and excellent Perſon towards Alm ghty God, And bo 
as for his Carriage amone Men, it was ſuch as became th 
a Heart ſo piouſly and devoutly aftedted, af 


He was a Perſon remarkably Temperate, His 
Quality and Fortune would have ſupply'd him with 
any thing, to gratifie and carcſs any Senſe and 
Appetite : But in the midlt of all thele , he choſe 
rather to deny himſelf , and triumph over them, 
The Power of abſtaining from what Meat, and 
Senſual Delight he plealed, was a Point of Virtue 
he particularly affefted ; and this made him ſo 
tar from indulging the Body, that he burden'd 
it with more Severity thaw his Friends thought it 
could well bear. And as for his Sobricry in a 
Temperate uſe of Drink, to lay he would not ex- 
cced himſelf, is but a ſmall part of his Praiſe, 
who, ſo far as he could help it, would by no 
means ſuffer 1t in others. He would lay no Snarcs 
to draw in others to excels, nor ſuffer it to be 
done by thoſe, that depended on him. Nay, if 
any Perſons were inclinable to over-load them. 
{elves, his Conſcience would not allow him to ſeck 
the Reputation of being Holpitable, by miniſtring 
to their Exceſs. For he thought, and he thought 
truly, that to miniſter to any Vice, is to partake 
in other Mens Sins. And that a Man may &s in- 
nocently furniſh out Opportunities and Supplies, 
to thoſe who are ſceking to gratifie their unclean 
Luſts, or greedy Rapine, as ſer out exceſſive Stores 
of Wine to thoſe, who are playing Prizes in Ex- 
cels, and conteſt like Profeſt Champions in De- 


bauchery, 
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bauchery. He miniſters to other Mens Sins in 
both theſe Caſes, only in the two former he helps 
them to fin again(t their Brethren, but in this la 
againſt their own ſelves, | 


He was very ſincere , and plain-hearted in his 
Speeches and Profeſſions, making this his Rule, 
never to promiſe any thing, but what hs intended 
exattly to keep, and to mark down what he had 

romiſed , leſt he ſhould forget it. Nay, even 
in Civilitics and Ceremonious Addreſſes, where- 
in the World arc moſt ſubject to tranſgrels, the 
Meaſure whereby he govern'd himſelf was , that 
he might ſafely ſpeak leſs, but never profeſs more 
than he meant, nor tell a Lye even in Complement. 


In his Dealings he would be juſt, not daring, 
I will not fay to Cozen by Down-right Fraud and 
Falſeneſs, but even to prey on others. by over-reach 
of Wit and Skill, in Play, or Buſineſs: or if at 
any. time he forgot himſelf in this Point , he durſt 
not reſt, without finding out ſome way to make 
Reſtitution of it, Nay, in his Paſtimes, he was 
Conlcientiouſly careful , not only of the Honeſt 
and Fairneſs , of his-getting , but alſo of the Abr- 
lity of others loſing to him. And ſome Men of 
mean Eſtates, being forward to mix themlelves with 
Perſons of Quality in their Diverſions, when, by 
their forwardneſs to Wage with him, he has fair- 
ly. won what he thought their Family at Home 
would find a want of , he has taken Care ſecrer- 
ly to convey it back ro the Wife and Children, 


without the Profule Husband's knowing any _ 
0 
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of it. This charitable Care and Chriſtian Ten- 
derneſs', was very afgreeable with thit Rule he 
had ſet himſelf in his Diverſions, which was # 
be no gainer by any Games, but what he loſt ſhould 
9 as the Price of his own Pleaſure , but what he- 
wor ſhould accrue to the Poor , and the Needy ſhould 
be his Receivers. 


As his Juſtice was Exemplary and Great, fo 
his Charity was Noble and Eminent, He would do 
enerous and noble Things, and theſe he loved, 
0 far as he could, to ſteal in upon the World, 
and carry ſo private, that unleſs the Deed pro: 
claim*d 1t ſelf, there ſhould bz no expettation 
rais'd, nor noiſe made of it; hoping thereby to 
{ſecure a greater Purity of Intention in the Good 
he did, and intitle it the more to his 'Reward, 
who ſecs w hat is done in ſecret. In diſtributing 
his Alms, his Rule was firit > d:ftinganiſh between 
Objects , that he might give wiſely, to ſupply 
real Wants, not to ſupport Idleneſs, and then 
to give freely and liberally , with all ſecrecy. In 
purſuance of his compaſſionate Senſe of poor 
Peoples Neceſſities, he would ſometimes take oc- 
caſion privately to vilit them, and give them 
Relief. And being more eſpecially {enſible of the 
great Miſeries they ſuffer in Sicknels, which b 
a little Phyſick ſeaſonably adminiſtred would of- 
tentimes ſoon be ended, and thereby they be both 
eas'd of their uncomfortable Diſtempers, 'and en- 
abled more ſpeedily to return to their Employ- 
ments to maintain themſelves and their Fami- 
lies : He agreed with a Phyſician for a yearly 
Penſion 
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Penſion to take care of all the Sick Poor of his 
own Pariſh, and ply them with Remedies Þ 0 
per for their Diſtempers, requiring him to ſay 
nothing of this his Exemplary , and wiſcly cho 
ſen becauſe moſt wanted Charity, bcing cire. 
ful only to ſecure to himſelf hc Virtue of the 
Att, and then let who wonld have the Praiſe 
and Honour of it. Out of his ſincere Zeal for 
the Honour of Cod, and the Beauty of his Houſe 
and Worſhip , he has adorn'd the Quire of this 
Church, and nobly augmented our Furniture of 
Communion-Plate. Upon the Death of his ex- 
cellent Lady, beſides his Liberality to every ad- 
jacent Pariſh for a preſent Diſtribution, he allot- 
ted a conſiderable Sum to the uſe of the Poor for 
a perpetual Settlement. And now at his own 
Death, he has given a much preater for the uſe of 
the Poor of this Pariſh, and reſtored two Impro- 
priations, one whereof 1s very conſiderable, to 
the Church; viz. the Impropriate Tythes of this 
Pariſh of Coles-Hill, and of the Pariſh of Uppey- 


| Whitacre , to thoſe two reſpettive Churches. The 


Beſtowing of the two Impropriations , was a thing 
he had fully deſign'd in the time of his Health. 
For as for Upper-Whitacre, he had purchaſed it 
with a Deſign of annexing it, the Summer be- 
fore he died. And as fomColes-Hill, by a ſolzmn 
Paper left Sign'd with his own Hand, to provide 
againſt all Caſualties, leſt he ſhould dic before he 
had accompliſhed what he intended , he took care 
to tell his ſurviving Relations, how upon matnre 
Study and Deliberation, he was allo fally and 
Religiouſly rclolved to ""_— It, which, 35 3 
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_ words it, belonging to the Church by ſeveral Titles, ought 


F 1 Cor, 13. 3+ 


not to be withheld, Thele are noble inſtances of an ex+ 
traordinary Piety towards God, and Generous afteRti- 
on to the Church of Ez2/axd, for whoſe encourage- 
ment he deſign'd them, tor which God, I doubt not, 
has rewarded him , and all future Ages ſhall cele- 


brate his memory and call him Bleſſed, whilſt this 
Church and State ſhall ſtand, 


This was the Charity of his Purſe. And as for 
all the other inſtances of Charity in converſation, 
as long-ſuffering , ervility in carriage, mercifulneſs , 
candor in paſſing interpretations, Patience upon Indig- 
»ities, and the like , without which, as St. Paul 
+ ſays, giving all our Goods to feed the Poor will ſig- 
nifie nothing : he had an equal Regard, and conſcien- 
tious care of them. too. His: Religion did not 
ſowre into moroleneſs, nor his ſeverities to him- 
{elf render him peeviſh and uneaſie towards others. 
To ſet him out to your imitation in all the virtues 
of Converſation, I ſhall not deſcribe his carriage 
in all the Particulars, which would take up too 
much time, but rather chuſe to ſet down the 
Rules whereby he govern'd himſelf, which will 
be, as the more compendious, fo I hope as proh- 
table a way for thoſe, who are diſpoſed to follow 
him. Thoſe Rules , as «they appear in his own 
Papers, were ſuch as theſe; viz. ro croſs himſelf 
in any eager deſire, and in things wy to his own 
Humonr ; to prefer others eaſe before his own; not 
to neglett, or overlook the meaneſt Perſon ; to ſtoop 
to the meaneſt offices to do others kinaneſſes ; not to 
be high in bis expeitations from others ( one of the 


beſt 
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beſt Securities againſt being exceptious ) to own the 
leaſt kindneſs he had receiv'd, and be really inclined 
to return it; to forget all injuries done to him, and 
ſtifle all thouohts of reſenting them ; not to ſpeak at 4 
venture, without thinking , whenſoever he propoſed any 
Reaſons, to do it with a modeſt deference ; not to men- 
tion any thing to his own Praiſe ; nor to diſcommend. 
others ; nor to ſlrive to out-do, or vie in the leaſt mat- 
ters. Theſe, and ſuch like, were the Maxims, 
he propoſed to live by in converling with others, 
and whereby he judg'd himſelf ia his retirements 
and ſelf examinations, And the Effet ef them 
was anſwerable, in a truly humble, courteous, and 
obliging carriage. He was careful not to paſs u»- 
juſt cenſures, nor ſhew any unchriſtian violence which 
might caule juſt offence, even to his enemies, and 
' to thoſe he moſt oppoſed in intereſts and opinions : 
making it his frequent Prayer, to help it the better 
into his daily Practice, that with juſ? Zy4/ againſt 
their Errors, he might ſtill preſerve all -4ue Charity 
for their Perſons, and never uſe any ſinful means and 
unlawful expedients, in oppoſing the worſt things, 
or purſuing the moſt Pious, Publick, and generous 
ends inthe World. 


As he was thus careful to praCtiſe this excellent 
virtue of charity himſelf, ſo was he very Studious 
to miintain it among others. He ſought to deſerve 
the title of a Peace-maker, and when he heard of 
differences ready to flame out, would interpoſe him+ 
ſelf a proteor of the oppreſſed Parties , and hear 
complaints and pleadings, and compoſe and adjuſt 
differences, and if the Authority of Reaſon and Re- 
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ligion would not do, make uſe of the Power he had 


' over his [enants and Dependants, not allowing them 
to commence Suits for Redreſs, till they had firſt 


co.nplained to him , and ſeen what Redreſs he 
could make them. 


In ſum, he was a well-ſtudied, and improved 
Chriſtian, able to plead for Virtue and Coodnels, 
with ſuch Reaſon and Argument , as might be- 
come a Preacher, and carctul to praQtiſe it with 
ſuch exaQtneſs, as might adorn a Cloyſter. He 
was a Perſon of very ſincere and warm Devotion, 
a molt Religious Honourer of God, and of the 
Clergy for: God's and their FunCtion's ſake, an 
aftettionate admirer of true Virtue and Worth 
whereſoever he found it, a ſincere and zealous Son 
of the Church of Enzland, in whole Communion 
he lived and died, deliring above all things in his 
laſt Extremities, to receive the Holy Sacrament 
and Prieſtly Abſolution according to its order and 
appointment ,, and. a faithful and ferviceable Sub- 
ject to the King. He was {tri in his Truſts, 
faithful and active in his Friendſhips, a dutiful Son, 


a diſcreet and loving Husband, a good and careful 


Maſter to his Servants, and in the inclination of his 
Mind, and according tothe opportunities of his Life, 
an univerſal Friend and BenefaCtor unto all. 


Fhis js ſuch an Account, as T thought fit to give 
ycu of this Place, of this truly Pious and Exem- 
plary Soul. And I have choſe to pive it, not ſo 
mucl trom general Charaters of his Perſon, as par- 
txwirRclawons of his Practice, both becaule this is 


moſt 
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moſt Honourable to him, there being no way ſo ad- 
vantageous of drawing out excellent Perſons, as by 
ſhewing the Draught they have made of themſelves, 
their own Praiſe-worthy Deeds making them more 
truly illuſtrious, than all the Paint and Varniſh of 
abſtrated E-loquence : and eſpecially becauſe this is 
of more uſe, and a better help to imitation, For 
however ſome Perſons may hear general CharaQters 


with more approbation and applauſe, as thinking 


they ſhew more of Fancy and Wit than plain Nar- 
ratives of Fatt : yet the _—_— of their particular 
Performances,of the Rules they obſerv'd in governing 
themſelves, and of their wiſe and worthy AQtions, 
is that which is like to gain moſt Followers, and 
turns moſt to Profit in all great Examples. This 
goes before Men in the way, and marks out the rp 
ſteps they have troden, and ſo plainly ſhews and af- 
{ures the Path to all that have a Mind to follow after 
them. God grant us all the Grace to imitate theſe, 
and other his Virtues after his Death, which we 
had ſo juſt Reaſon to admire, and bleſs Cod for 
in his Lifez and then we need not fear at laſt to in- 
herit thoſe great Rewards and glorious Promiſes, 
which we have reaſonable Grounds to believe he is 
now an happy Sharer of. 
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Books lately Printed for Robert Kettiewell at 
the Hand and Scepter im Fleet-ſtreet. 


1, He Meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience : Or, 
A Diſcourſe ſhewing what Obedience 1s in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to a Regenerate State, and 
what DefeQts are conſiſtent with it, for the Promo- 
tion of Piety , and the Peace of "Troubled Conſci- 
ences. By John Kettlewell, Vicar of Colcs- Hill in 
 Warwickshire , the fecond Edition. In Quarto, 
Price bound 8 s, 

2, A Journey into Greece by Sir George Wheeler, 
in company ef Dr. Spoz of Lyons, in-ſix Books. 
Containing, 1. A Voyage from Venice to Conſt an- 
tinople. 2, An Account of Conſtantinople, and the 
adjacent Places, 3. A Voyage through the reſſer 
Aſia. 4. A Voyage from Z4t through ſeveral parts of 
Greece, to Athens. 5. An Account of Athens, 6. Se- 

} veral Journeys from Athens into Attica, Corinth, 
I! Beotia, &6. With Variety of Sculptures. In Folio, 
Hl - Price bound 1 5. 5. | 
18 3. A Vindication of the Primitive Chriſtians, in 
>», Ks Point of Obedience to their Prince, againſt the Ca- 
| lumnies of a Book, entituled, The Life of Jian, 
| written by Ecebolizs the Sophiſt. As alſo, The 
It DotQtrine of Paſſive Obedience cleared, in Defence 
| of Dr. Hicks ; Together with an Appendix, being a 
more full and diſtin&t Anſwer to Mr. Thomas Hunt's 
Preface and Poſtſcript. Unto all which 1s added, The 
Life of Julian, enlarged. In OQ. price bound 2 5.6 4. 
4. A Sermon Preached at the MWorceſter-Feaſt, by | 
George Walls Maſter of Arts, and Student of Chr//t- | 
Church, Oxon, Quarto, price ſtitcht 6. 4. | 
5. The Treaſures of the Sea, A Sermon preached | 
to the Mariners, by William Thomp/on. In Quarto, | 
price ſtitcht 6, 4. _ 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
Simon Lozd Digby. 
BARON DIGBY 


Of GEASHILL. 


My Lord, 


N compliance with Tour Lord|hips Defire, I here pre- 
ſent Touwith this faint Portraiture of your Dear, 


: and: Excellent Lady: Thoſe rare Virtzes, that 
entlow'd her Noble Soul; had mightily endear 4 
her” Perſon; and- will always embalm her Memory, among 


A 2 theje 


The Epiſtle 


/1ng* to this; *ſo;they pp ed ber Far- the - Grits: 
Angels, and Bleſſed Spirits in a better Place : And to 
compleat all his other Mercies, God has Crown'd all 
his Graces in her, which were'ripe for Glory, by taking 
her to be Happy with himſelf. Had he lent us the Bleſ- 
ſing for a longer Time, her Life would have been moſt 
truly inflrufting, and had the daily uſe and' benefit-of a 
Sermon. But ſince it has pleaſed him to take away 
the Original, "tis pity the World Jhould want the Copy 
too, and loſe the Benefit of her  I'xamplts © Taurdord- 
ſhip has "already reaped mich Profit, "and **s MI in 
hope to receive more, by mn on it Your ſelf : And 
Tou truſt it may bring a like Advantagey and ſervetg; 
kindle and cheriſh like Inclinations, in the Hearts of 
many others alſo. I am ſure it is wery "fit" for Genes 
ral uſe, and will do good to all that hear of it, if they 
are not wanting to themſelves. For ſhe was a very 
lively Draught of many excellent Virtues ; and they mul 
either be perfectly Good, (as none are in this World) 
or extremely bad Souls, who cannot improve by be- 
ing ſet in the Light of ſuch Patterns, 

One main Hindrance of this good Ffſed; my. Lor 
is the ſuſpicionof Flattery and Inſincerity in theſe 
ſcourſes, as if in them Men were not careful of ſt 
Truth, and ſonght not ſo much what may. be truly ſaid, 


as 
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edicatory. 
as what may ſet off their Subjeft. I cannot promiſe 
this Relation any Security from ſuch Cenſures, ſince the 
trueſl, and moſt faithful Accounts in this kind, can- 
not always avoid them. But I have this Teſtimony 
in my ſelf, That in the Deſcription I have piven of this 
excellent Perſon, I have ſpoken nothing to þ © 290k them. 
I bave repreſented her as moſt exemplary, and imita- 
ble, in Modeſty, and Sincerity ; and I am ſure I have 
had a great Concern upon me, not to loſe either in 
Diſcourſing of her. I know there is not only Sinceri- 
ty, but Care too required in every one, who will take 
upon him to be a Reporter : And this 'T have held my 
Eye upon, in all the Parts of her Charatter. I freely 
confeſs 19 Tour Lordſhip, my Aim has been to ſpeak too 
little, for fear of ſaying too much; and that I have 
deſignedly uſed warineſs in ſeveral Expreſſions, leſt ven- 
turing to the utmoſt Bounds of Truth, I might happen 
to ſtep beyond them. And whatever Judgment they may - 
paſs, who knew little of her, I have this to ſatisfie 
my ſelf, and the World, too, that they who knew her beſt, 
and eſpecially Your Lordſhip, will ſay this is not only 
a True, but a Modeſt Charatler. 

I heartily wiſh, my Lord, this Draught of Tour 
Dear Lady, were fitter than it is, to ſerve Your Lord- 
ſhips Ends, of rendring her Example uſeful to the 


World, and doing Honour to her Memory, I hope, thro 
the 
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' the Grace of God, and Tour Piety and ”— Care, | 
that the Repreſentation of her Virtues will 


. not renew | 
Tour Grief, which ſhews her to be ſet above it. For it 
would trouble me to think 1 have ſent a Companion 
into Your Retirements, to miniſter to Sadneſs and dejefled 
Thoughts, and render this Service, which is perform'd 
with willingneſs, uneaſie in the Remembrance of it, 10, 


My Good Lord, 


Your Lordſhips moft AﬀeRtionate, 


Humble Servant, 


John Kettlewell. 


EF A 
FUNERAL SERMON 


For the Right Honourable, 


The Lady FRANCES DIGBT, 
Preached 04. 5. 1684. at Coles-Hill in Warwickshire, 


On Prov. XIV. 32. 
But the Righteous bath Hope m h1s Death. 


eſe words deſcribe the dificrent Stare of 

R Good and baz{'men, - and ſhew liow happy 
the one, - and how wretchedthe other arc, 
when' ſome great Afﬀiction,. eſpecially 

when Death ſeizes them. In the Time of Hcalch'and 
Proſperity, the Wicked often ſeem'the happieſt Per-" 
ſons ; they injoy ſo much of the Bouncy of Proyi- 
dence, as if God were pleaſed withthem ; which puffs 
them up with a conceit of their own Happineſs, and 
makes others cnyy them. But when any great Di- 
ec, eſpecially when Death comes, that "_ 
es 
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makes the Diſcrimination. Tranſgreſlors then are 


x . 


which will never end, or or 
they are flying from the World, the nearer they ap- 
proach to Almighty God : When their Condition 
ſeems at the worſt, 'tis really almoſt at the beſt ; for 
then they arc upheld by a chearful Hope, and are 
preſently ro be inſlated in the joyful Poſſeſſion of an 
everlaſting Kingdom. The Wicked is driven away in 
bis Wickedneſs: i.e. When great Diſtreſs, eſpecially 
when Death comes, he can promiſe nothing to him- 


lf, butisdriven from all his Hopes by the Conlci- 


cence of his own Wickedneſs, which bids him {till ex- 
e& more, and greater Miferics: But the Righteous 
—_ he ſhall be a Gainer by it, and has hope in his 
Death. | | 
This difference is not always truein Point of FaF, 
as if good Men alwaics left the World with a qui:r 
Mind and comfortable Hope, and ill men in Horror 
and Aſtoniſhnent. Thus indced it often1s. © For the 
Rightcous ordinarily die in Peace, and that; 15 enough 
to verifie the Text, which1s a Proverbial Speech: For 


Proverbs do not cxpreſs a Rule that never alters, bur. 
that doth not alter ordinarily, in the , uſual Obſgrva- 


won and Courſe of things. And the Wickcil ot- 


cents: 
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tentimes are full of Fears, eſpecially when they have 


| been guilty of Groſs and Crying Sins, which are more 


apt to ſtrike Terror upon the Conſcience. Bur tho' 
in the Caſe of good men this do gererally fall out, 
and in th:Caſc of bad men very frequently, yet in 
neither of them 1s it conſlant For ſome Righteous 
Souls are miſled in judging of themſclves by Scrupu- 
lous Principles ; or arc full of mclancholly, which 
154 timorous Pallion, and betrays them to unrreaſo- 


nable Fears : And they, it may be, dye with croubled, 


and terrified Conſciences. And many of the Wick- 


cd are poſſe(ſed witha preſumptuous belief of Gods 
Goodneſs; or arc full of Pride and Selt-Flatrery, and, 
by mincing and hiding their own Faults, and unrea- 
ſonably magnifying every little Performance and Ar. 
tainment, think too well of themſclves: And they 
dyc (woln big wich hopes, and vain Confidenccs. So 
thitin Fad, tho' it be ordinarily, yer ſometimes it 1s 
not truc, that good men have Hop? in their Death, 
and i]] men want 1t. 

But cho' 1c be not always tru? in Point of Fact, 
yetit always 1s 11 the Ground and Reſon of 1t. A 
wicked Liver has al way 5Cauſe to be diſmay'd, thy 
he will not believe it till he teels it And a Right-ous 
man has always Cauſe of hope in Death, it hs has 
but the underitanding to diſcern it. And whether Ic 
{ce it or no, he ſhall be ſure to find the Benchit, aid 
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be a Gainer by it. And in this Senſe the Words ad- 
mit of no exception, that when the Wicked wants, 


the Righteous has hope in his Death, i. e. he has moſt 


juſt Reaſon ſo to do. 


In diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I ſhall ſhew, 


1. Whothe Righteous man is, to whom this Priviledge 
belongs. 


2. What are his hopes, that make Death a deſirable 
thing tohim, which to others is the King of Terrors. 
3. Apply this, to allay our Grief and Sorrow on the 


Death of Friends. 


t. I ſhall ſhew who the Righteous man is, to whom 
this Priviledge belongs. And that 1s every man, who 


| has leada good Life, and has not allow'd himſelf in any 


known Sins, but had a regard to all Gods Command- 


ments, 


He is one that has led a Godly Life. This 1s the truc 
Teſt ro deſcry whoareRighteous, which we are to 


Judge of, not from ſome Religions heats, or tran- 


tient Convictions, or good wiſhes; but from the 


Tenor of a Pious Praftice. He that doth good, ſaith St. 
' John, is of God, 3 Joh. 11. andagain, /et no man de- 


ceive you n this Point; fer he that doth Righteouſneſs 
is Righteous, even as he is Righteous. 1 Jo. 3. 7. And it 
is the only ſure Ground of Hope for dying Perfons. 


He muſt have lived Holily, who would dyc happily, 


for it is nothing clfe but an holy Life that can make 
happy- 
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happy. That 1s the only ſure Preparation for Death, 
ſince it 1s the main thing to be inquired of aftcr 
Death ; for then men ſhall all be judged according 79 
their Works, Rev. 20. 13. 

Inone Caſe, 'tis true, good Purpoſes will make hap- 
py, tho'a man has never praftiſed them. And that 
151n the Caſe of ſuch dying Penitents, as God ſecs have 
both Sincerityand Srrength enough of Godly purpo- 
poſe, and by meansthereof would certainly Practiſe 
well it they had but Time. Bur as for theſe, they 
are ſo very few, that they ſeem not to be of any great 
account in the Deſcription of the Righteous. Con- 
verlion, in the ordinary courſe, gocs on by (ſteps 
Gods Grace 1s infuſed, and our wicked Lults are 
mortified by degrees ; and without an unwonted, 
and extraordinary Grace, (which no man muſt cx- 
pect, and leaſt of all they who have ſhightcd all Gods 
Gracious oftcrs to the very laſt,) it 1s not to be be- 
gun and finiſhed in the laſt Moments. The Righte- 
ous ordinarily, are only ſuch, as have done Righ- 
teouſneſs 1n « (Bo Lives; and among all the numc- 
rous Attempters, 'tis hard to find thoſe, who can 
ſucceed and become Rightcovs, by forming good 
Reſolutions upon their Death-beds, And as for 
thoſe who do th:n become ſuch, it 1s more than thy 
canknow themlfelvcs. For no man that 15 only bec- 
inning to reſolve well, can know the ſtrength and 
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efficacy of his own Reſolutions, nll he comcs to try 
and Practiſe them : And till he knows that, tho' he 
may havethe Safery, yet he can not have the Conr- 
fort and the hopes of a Righteous man. Bare purpo- 
ſes, rarely giveSaftcty, bur never Comfort to a dying 
Perſon ; ſo thatthe Hopes of the Righteous mult nor 
reſt on them alone, but have ſomething elſe, viz. a 
well led Life, to bottom one | 
- And this Lite muſt have been uniform in all Duties, 
when a man has not allow'd himſelf in any known Sins, 
but has had a Regard ro all Gods Commandments. 
Some parcclour the Law of God, and think to be 
Rightcous for performing ſome particular things. 
This ſome of the Jewi/h DoEtors made very eatic, 
declaring that a man might be Righteous by obſer- 
ving any one Commandment whiuch he pleaſed. For 
*$-© M-. $71: theſe are ſome of their Rules, * Qui dat 
Rat Operam Pracepto, liber. eſt a Pracepte. 
1+ vary pi He that exerciſes bimſelf in any one: Pre- 
290. Ve, cept, for that timeis freed from minding 
any other. And again, whoſoever ſhall perform any one 
of the 613. Precepts of the Law (tor ſo many they are 
according to their reckoning) wirhout any worldly re- 
{pe&t, for Love of the Precept, ſhall inherit thereby [f- 
ver/aſling Life. But when they would be morc (e- 
cure, and act more commendably, they would not 
- content themſelycs wuh any of the Precepts indifte- 


rently, 


»- 
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rently, butmake a choice, according to the eſtima- 
tion which they thought God himſclt had of them. 
For they fancicd, that he 1d not ratc all his Laws 
equally, but cſteem'd ſome more than others: As 
the Lawyer plainly ſhew'd, when he deſired to be ſatiſ- 
fied which was the oreat Commandment of the Law, 
Mat. 22. 36.and the young man, when he ask'd what 
good thing he ſhould do to have Eternal Life). c. of all the 
good things whercto Lite is promiſed, whether was the 
Sabbath, or Sacrifices, or which other Precept belt ; 
what was that good thing, which would moſt ſecurc 
it, Mat. 19. 16. And fancying there were ſome ſuch 
darling Precepts, they thought he was molt ſure to 
be acceptably Righteous, who had the good luck to 
hitupon that Command, which God moſt accounted 
of. And the Iike Opinions, tho', God be thanked, 
not authorized by the common fayings of our Do- 
tors, are moſt unhappily got into the Hopes, and 
Practice of too many among our ſclves; nay, alas! 
of the generality of Chriſtians. For they too often 
think to paſs tor Kighteous men, only on the ſcore of 
ſome particular Obſervances, as being conſtant in 
Prayers, or Liberal in Alms, or zealous 1n Gods Caulſe, 
eſpecially if that be in ſome notable inſtance, and 
perform'd with great hazards ; without having an 
Eyc all this while to their whole Duty, and whultt ac 
the ſame time they allow themiclycs in {ome —_ 
INS. 
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Sins. But whilſt aftcr this rate thy mangle the Law 
of God, and parcel outtheir Duty, their thoughts 
_ of Righteouſneſs arc but a Drcam, and all their 
| hopes a vain Prcſumption. No Duties will ſave us 
when they are ſingled out from the relt, and ſtand 
alone ; butonly when they arc all in ConunCtion. 
St. Paul inſtanccs in two, vize Giving all he has to feed 
the Poor, and giving his Body to be burnt in Martyrdom, 
which will calily be allow'd to have preference before 
all others. But yer, ſays he, if theſe go by them- 
ſelves, and have not Charity, which, as he defcr:bes 
. 1t, v. 4.5. G&c. belides Alms, contains in ut many other 
inſtances, #t projits me nothing, 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
© The Righteous man then, 1s one who [11s an cycio 
. all Gods Laws, and whenſoever he tranſgreſles avy, 
doth not allow himſelf 1n that breach, but rif:sagain 
by Repentance. This is Righteouſneſs in any Perſon. 
And without this, the Hopes in Death, which the 
'Textmentions, will avail nothing, For many men 
arc full of Hope, whohave no jult Cauſe for it; and, 
on the contrary, othcrs arc atraid to Dye, who may 
juſtly meet Death with comfort, The mclancholly 
of ſore, and the Sanguine Complexion of others, 
fll them with hopes and fears, which are not owin 
to the Reaſon of things, but only to their —_ 
Tempers : So that to ſhew any man a dying Saint, 
| that has Cauſe to rejoice in Death, it s not enough 


that 
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that he have Peace of mind, but alſo that he have juſt 
| ground for 1t too. 
| And thus having ſhewn wha this righteous man 
| 4, Ppt 
1s, to whom this Priviledge belongs: I proceed 
now, 

2. Toſhew what are his Hopes, that make Death a 
deſirable thing to him, which to others is the King of 
Terrors. 

Now this Hope 1s of the favour and friendſhip of 
Almighty God, and of all choſe Bleflings which may 
be expected from it. What thoſe Bleſſings are, was 
not ſo well known in old times, when Ged led men 
on by more dark, and indefinite expeCtations of the 
Future Happineſs. But when Chriſt came, he * 
brought Life and immortality to Lipht, MU 4.2 fan 5; 
has tolcl us plainly, that at their Deaths, all *? 
Righteous men ſhall be tranſlated to the unſpeakable 
and etcrnal Joys of Heaven. And theſe arc fo great, 
that no heart can wiſh for morc. For the bleſſings of 
that Place are fo large, as to fill all our Capacities ; 
ſo pure, asnot to havethe leaſt mixture of Sorrows ; 
ſo conſtant, as to adrnit of no abatements, or inter- 
miſſions. We ſhall always deſire, and always be fatis- 
fed ; and whcn we have ijoy'd the moſt, we ſhall 

| never be cloy'd, nor wearred with it. We ſhall live in 
Gods Preſence, and ſharc in his Likeneſs, and ſhine in 
his Glory, and have Fellowſhip with the Sayiour of 


the 
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the World, and all the ſpotleſs Angels, and all the 
Glorificd Saints and Godlike Perſons, whoſe Soctet 


| alone is enough to tyrn any Place into a Paradiſe. And 


all theſe we (hall enjoy, without all fear of Misfor- 
tune, cither theirs, or our own; without all Janger 
of diſplcaſing them, or tear of Icing them ; with- 
out ſceing any thing, cither to pity, or blame 1n 


them; orany damps of Friendſhip, and intermiſſion 
_ of Aﬀection. In ſumi, we ſhall never ce any 11], 


nor ſuffer it; nor ever want any good thing, or, 
when we have it, fear to be deprived of 1t: But we 
ſhall be infinitely happy, and ever think our ſelves fo, 
and continue 1n that State for evermore. 

This is that Erernal Life, which God promiſes, and 


| whereto Death now conveys all Righteous Perſons. 


And fince it 1s the way to our 1njoyment of all this 
Bliſs, its no longer a Spoyler of our Joys, but a 
Step to them, andathing to bedeſired by all Godly 
Souls. Itis, indeed, like churliſh Phyſick, very un- 
grateful in it ſelf, tho' it may be molt delircable in 
theettect. Ic brings a Diſlolution of Nature, which 
ſtrikes Horror, and that into the beſt men, who 
would deſirenot to Dye, 1f they could come at the 
happineſs of the other Life without dying. And this 
St. Paul teſtifies of himſelf, confeſling, that as for 
the way of receiving the Heavenly __ z e. the glo- 
rified Body, he had rather be found alive, and have it 

ſupcr- 


} on the Lady Digby. IT i 


ſuperinduced by a tranſlation; than be ſtripp'd of this 
Body firſt by Death, and afterwards, be c/oath'd 
again. My wiſh, ſays he, 1s not to be wncloath'd, i.e. 
to put off this Body firſt, but to be cloathed upon by 
having the other ſuperinduccd, that mortality maynot 
ſo truly be put off, as ſwallowed wp of Life, 2 Cor. 5. 
1. 4. But it is moſt incomparably adyantageous in 
the Event. Tho' the way. * hard and rugged, yet 
tis ſhort, and the Prize at the end is wonderfully Rich 
and Pleaſant ; So that every conſiderate man, who 
looks beyond Death, hath the greateſt Reaſon to. de- 
ſire it, To them, as St. Paul ſays, it has quite loſt 
its * Sting, and1s become the trueſt Gain. + ico. 5, 
Phil. x. 21. Allſenſe of what it takes away, ** 
is drown'd in the boundleſs apprehenſion of what it 
gives, and Death is wg" up in vidtory. 1 Cor. 15; 
54. It confers on them all their hearts can deſire, 
and thetefore, if they rightly conſider it, ought not 
to be a matter of their Fear : It takes them from a 
Dunghill co a Throne, and inveſts them in all the 
Glory and Riches of an everlaſting Kingdom. 
I come now | 
3. Io apply this, to allay our Grief and Sorrow on the 

De:ith of Friends. ne 

I do not ſeek to ſuppreſs all Grief for a dying 
| Friend; for thatis an impoſſible Task. Friendilip 
is a cloſe thing, and licsnearto our Hearts ;, fo Fes 

C inA4ze 
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indeed, that a Friend is ſaid, and that very juſtly, to 
bea Second ſelf. And therefore to be inſenſible when | | 
a dear Friend 1s torn from us, is as impoſſble, as to | | 


have no ſenſe when a Finger is rent off from our 

Hand, or our Heart is pluckcd out of our Bodies. 
Some Courſe Nature will have in ſpite of all Argu- 
ments, and no man can reſtrain it. Yea, and what 
I tore, 1t 18 not fit he ſhould do it, if he could. For 
ſome forrowtul concern is neceſſary to ſhew we are 
» Ffenſibleof our Lofs, and to evidence our Aﬀection 
for the Perſon that is gone : As the Fews, when Jeſus 
wept for Lazarus, cryed out Behold how he loved him. 
6+ 11. 35. 36. The unconcernedneſs of the Living, 
ſcems a reflection upon the Dead, and argues they 
were not beloved while they lived, but that the 
World was weary of their __ and eyen their 
pretended Fricnds very willing, if not glad, to be 
quit of them. And therefore it is reckon'das a Part 
of Gods Judgment upon the Jews, that when they died, 
' there: ſhould be no wailing for them. Ezek, 7. 11. But 
 withthis Grief for our own Loſs in the departure of 
our Friends, we muſt at the ſame time ſhew our (clves 
ſenſible who itis that has taken them, and that too 
for their own Gain, and that he (ti]l continues to us 
a thouſand Bleſſings when he only calls back one. 
And therefore with Sorrow for them, we muſt be 
fureco joyn Submiſſion to God); to relign up or 
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Wills to his, and be not only outwardly filent, but 
inwardly renconciled to what he hasdone ; and to be 2 
heartiful thankful, both for all the Kindneſleſs he 
ſhew'dour departed Friends, and for that vaſt Num- 
ber of others heſti]l continues to our ſelves. Theſe 
things will not be perform'd as they ought, when 
Griet grows ſtrong, Whilſt it keeps within due 
bounds, ſuch as ſuit with the Apprehenſions and 
Hope of Chriſtians, it is what Natural Aﬀection will 
force from us, and what Religion allows : But when 
it becomes ungovernable and boiſterous in Degrees, 
or obſtinate in Continuance, it is in it ſelf an ill c ng, 
an irreſiſtible Temptation. So that when we do 
grieve, we mult be careful to keep back from all cx- 
ceſs, andto doit with moderation” And to temper 
our Grief, which needs a moſt watchful care to go- 
vernand allay it upon theſe occaſions ; among thoſe 
many things that might be ſuggeſted, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve theſe two ; viz. That, when our Friends are truly 
Religious, 

1. Wehave not the leaſt pretence to be immoderate 
out of our Lowe to them, becauſe it 18 incomparably their 
Gain. They are tranſlated toa Place of Bliſs, where 
thcy are infinitely joytul in their own minds, and 
from whence they would not be removed by any 
ofters : So that we have no colour of Reaſon to be 
ſad, but the highclt Cauſe rocongratulate upon their 
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Accounts; as the Primitive Chriſtians of old, and 
we ſtill do, for the Death of Saints and Martyrs, the 
Memorials of whoſe Death we celcbrate with Fefti. 
vals, as the Day of their Birth to an immortal Life. 
If we have a true and wiſe Love for our Friends, we 
ſhall not only be willing, but glad above all that God 
ſhould Love themtoo. And then we mult necds be 
thankful when he ſhews his Love, and takes them to 
thoſe Joys, which arc the end of all their Hope, and 
beyond which they can never wiſh for any more. 

2, Nor have we any Rcaſon to be immoderate in 
bemoaning our own Loſs, becauſe we ſt all go to the 
fame Place, and meet again in time. Our own Loſs, 
indeed, is'the only thing that can trouble us, and 
when we do Grieve and Mourn, it 1s only in love to 
-our ſelves. Butthis 1s no cauſe at all to be mtemperate, 
or obſtinate in Grief ; for it will all be made up 
again, if we will have a little Patience. They are 
gone to that Place, whither we all hope to come; ſo 
that if we can ſtay a while, we ſhall injoy vur Friends 
again. Their departure from the World, 1s but like 
-menstaking ofa Journey,not an utter Loſs of Friends, 
but only an abſence from them tor a ſmall ſpace. 
And when once that 1s paſt, the next meeting ſhall be 
in ſogreat, and laſting Joy, as ſhall infimtcly make 
amends for it, For then our Friends ſhall be tripe 
of all Humane Frailtics, and made abſolute in all de- 

firable 
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ſirable Perfeftions, which will make them more de- 
ſerving of our Love, and dearer to us ; and that 
Love ſhall never cauſe Grief and Torment, as it doth 
now, by a ſecondabſence. As we ſhall bemoſt happy 
in them, ſo ſhall weever be ſccureof them ; for then 
there will not bethe leaſt Fear, becauſe not the leaſt 
danger or poſſibility of parting any more. 

And thus I have done with the Explication of the 
Text, and ſhewn both who the Rightcous are, and 
what great and comfortable things, when Death 
comes, they have to hope for. 

But hitherto I have only /aid down the Rule, and I 
have ſtill another Work to do, which 1s, to ſet it off 
yet further, ina fair Pattern and Example of it ; Imcan 
the Excellent Noble Perſon now Deceaſed, the Character 
of whoſe Virtues will give Lite to all that I have ſaid, 
and be the beſt, and moſt uſetul thing in all my Ser- 
| mon. She was a great Inſtance of many Virtues, 
nay, of ſome, which are almoſt Joſt in Practice, 
which ſcem to reign ſcarce any were but upon mens 
Tongues, as if they were impracticable Rules, that 
were never intended to be follow'd and perform'd, 
but only to be prais'd and talk'd of. And I cannot 
do more right to thoſe nance Graces, than to 
ſhew the remu(s and ſlothful World they are more 
than Words, and arc real live things, made viſible to 
all in the excellency of her Practice. 
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God had endow'd her with an excellent Nature, 
which prevented many of the great Self-deruals in Reli- 
gion, and made it toher a tolerably eaſie thing. This 
15 an valuable Blefſing God beſtows on ſome ſpeci- 
al Favourites, and it was eminent in her. Tobeuni- 
yerſally kindand pleaſing, was one of the moſt Natu- 
ral thingsin her Complexion, which made a Religion 
of Love be imbraced without oppoſition. And toge- 
ther with this kindneſs of Nature, he had bleſs'd her 
with much humblene(s of Mind, and with a juſt ſe- 
riouſneſs and compoſure of Spirit, which made her 
apt for Devotion and wiſe Counſels, and ecafic to re- 
ceive, and retain any good Impreſſions, which ſhould 
be ſtamped upon her. | 

Together with this Goodneſs of Nature, as ano- 
ther Teſtimony of his ſingular Grace and Favour, he 
had provided tor her an excellently Virtuous, Wiſe, and 
careful Mother ; who begun early to cultivate this 
rich Sovl, and plant the Seeds of Virtue in it, c're 
theVices of the World could make thuirAttempts upon 
hcr. She taught hcr Goodneſs by plain Rules, and 
ſhew'd itto the Life 1n an adnurable and a braveExam- 
ple. And herPattern thispreparedSoul knew ſo well how 
om, that ſhe had choſen 1t tor her own imitation ; 
reſolving to govern her (clt by her Mothers Rules, 
and to fix her cyc upon her Nuble Virtues, and, as 
ncar as ſhe could, to tranſcribe them un her own Pra- 

| CUICE, 
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Etice. And this ſhews a generous liking of Goodneſs, 
and promiſes a great Progreſs in it, when any Perſons 
aim, fo far asthey are able, to equal the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Saints, and to live up to the Rules of the beſt 
Examples. 

And to complcat all, when ſhe was deprived of 

this Bleſſing, his watchful Care provided a Husband 
| for her, who to the intimacy of fi Relation to her 
as a'ife, the top of worldly Friendſhips, coveted to 
add a Nobler Friendſhip ſtill, that borttom'd upon 
likeneſs of Souls and virtuous Grounds, and was de- 
ſign'd to ſerve the moſt excellent Purpoſes of Religi- 
on, in-making each other Better and Wiſer, which is 
the Perfectionof the Wiſeſt, and moſt cxaltcd Friend- 
ſhips, bctwixt the moſt endear'd Perſons. 

Thus liberally had God endow'd this ſele&t Soul 
with Inclinations to Virtue and Goodneſs, and with 
| Op ortunitics to ripen and improve them. And 

bd he ſpared her a longer Lifc, wherein to imploy 

che Talents he had given, we may juſtly expect the 
Increaſe would have been in a greater Mcaſure and 
Proportion. But tho her Race was quickly done 
(for ſhe dyed in the twenty third year of her Age) 
yct ſhe had run much 1n a little time : in her grcen 
Years ſhe had attain'd a Maturity in Goodneſs, and 
was grown ripe in the true Ends and Art of Living ; 
and the effect of theſe Adyantages was vilible in ar 
excmplar) 
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exemplary, and truly Chriſtian Converſation. To 
recount all her Virtues, is morethan I can pretend to 
do; they were known only to God, who will reveal 
them at laſt to all the World ; but for the inutation 
of thoſe ſhe has left bchind her, I ſhall obſerve theſe 
following. 

Her Piety was great towards Almighty God.. She 
knew what Honour and Homage we all owe to him, 
and was careful to lay out her felt upon it. She 
would converſc with him duly in her Cloſet-retirc- 
ments ; and conſtantly make one to do him Service 
in the Publick Aﬀemblics not allowing her ſelt to 
neglect the Service of God for little Reaſons and In- 
conveniencies, which can kecp none back, but thoſe 
 wholaveroo little Zeal for God, and too much ſloth- 

fulncfs or delicacy of Spirit. And, which ſhew'd how 

fincercly ſhe reſorted thither, not at all to ſet off her 
{clf, but purely tor Pious Ends, at Church ſhe did af- 
ſect plainne(s of Drets, and would not ſeek there to re- 
commend her ſelf to others, no not in the moſt pubs 
 IickPlaces, by claborate Attire and outward adorning; 
| but only to God by the Devotion of her Mind, and 
_ theOrnainent of an humble and a meek Spirit, (things 
wherein (he is washardly be equall d ),vhich in the frohe 

*174. 3. Of God, as Ste * Peter lays, are of great Price. 
26 She was in a conſtant Preparation, as all 
good Souls arc, tor the Holy Sacrament, and care- 
vo ful 
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ful to embrace all Opportunitics of joyning, in 1t 


For fince I had the Happineſs to obſe: ve her, 
ſhe never nufſed a Communion, but was alwaysone 
in that higheſt Inſtance of Devotion, to offer up 
the Sacrifice of a Devourt Heart, and thanktully 
acknowledge the Stupendious Love of God, and 
of our Deareſt Saviour to Mankind. Such was 
the Devotion of this Fair Saint towards Almighty 
God, which did not come upon her by Fits, bur 
was a ſcttled Habit, that dwelt upon her Spirit. 
And in all this ſhe ſhew'd an inward, and hearty 
Piety, as one that plainly ſought to be Good be- 
eween her ſelf, and him that ſees in ſecret. For 
her Religion did not ſeek toſhew it ſelf in an affected 
Out-ſide,in ſtudied Appearances,in Talk and Noiſe ; 
but in all the Modeſty, Silence, and Gravity, of 
an hcarty and unaffected Godlineſs. She was 
Good after the beſt Faſhion, in an inward Rel:- 
gion: Which, tho' it ſhew'd it ſelf in ſuch Reve- 
rent and Compoſed Mecn, as naturally flow'd 
from, and teſtified a Spirit greatly affected ; yer 
did not appear in any thing, which could ſeem 
choſen for Shew or Oltentation. 

And as ſhc was thus careful to addreſs to God, 
ſo, which is a more real Inſtance of a governing 
Piety, could ſhe quietly refign her ſelf to his Will 
in the hardeſt Providences, and rruft him with any 

D thing. 
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thing, The beſt Remedy in AfMictions, as ſhe 
ſaid, was Prayer to God : And when ſhe was tried 
with them, ſhe found the Effect of it, in an ham- 
| ble, calm, and unconteſting Reſignation. And to 
ſhew the firm and ſettled confidence ſhe had fix'd 
in his Care; when ſhe was furprized with Death, 
the Sweet Babe ſhe was to leave bchind her, ſhe 
look'd on as ſoſecure in the Cuſtody of Almighty 
God, and the Care of her Dear Husband, that 
the Thoughts of it did not in the leaſt trouble 
her. 
| As to the Government of her ſelf, and thoſe Vir- 
tucs which were chicfly duc to her own Perſon , 
ſhe was endow'd with an even Temper, and the 
Command cf her own Inclinations, and Contempt of 
the World, with Humility, Sincerity, and other Vir- 
tues, and was a very great Exampl: in them. 
She was {ſingularly happy in an even Temper, . 
not violently tranſported, but only duly affected 
whatever happened. No Proſperous Accidents 
could over-joy, nor croſs Events unmeaſurably di- 
{turb her. Yea, even in her Bodily Pains ſhe would 
keep her evenne(s, and ſhew nothing of a diſturb- 
cd Spirit, wherein Religion, and the conſtant Good- 
neſs of her Inclination had Joſt the Reins ; but was 
wont cven then to be pleaſed with all that was done 


about her, and to be careful in what ſhe did or ſaid 
her ſclt co pleaſe all. She 
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She had a ſtrange Government of her own Deſires 
and Inclinations, and could command and reſtrain 
chem almoſt in any thing. Thus is a notable In- 
F ſtance of Religion, the greatelt part and hardſhip 
whereof lies in denying of our ſelves, as Sin doth in 
Self-pleaſing. And this the Wiſeſt, and Beſt Men 
have (till thought, as the moſt difficulr, ſo the 
Bravelt, and moſt Noble Undertaking. Ir is not 
ſo illuſtrio:1s a Point of Maſtery, and part of Va- 
lour in any man to conquer another, as to con- 
quer his own Paſſion; and he ſhews a greater height 
of Reſolution and Bravery that overcomes him- 
ſelf, than he who ſubdues a City. And ſhe was 
a Noble Inſtance of this Maſtery. Indeed, I think, 
ſhe could deny her ſelf what ſhe pleas'd, and croſs 
any Inclination for a good end, and notbetroub- 
led at 1t. She was deveſted of her ſelf, and was a- 
nothers Good, which 1s the Character of a Good 
Perſon ; ready to do any thing for anothers, and 
to forgoany thing that made for her own f:ts- 
faction. 
She had a Gererors contempt of the World, and 
tho' ſhe had ever been in the midit of all hit 
could make her value, and be in Love with it, and 
was in the Spring of her Years, which is an Ag. molt 
ſubject coadmuire it: Yer ſhe kept it ſtillwithour her, 
and liv'd aboye it. She ſprung trom an Illuitris. 
D 2 Noole 
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Noble Stock; but she was not- forward to make V 
known the Honour of hcr Blood, nor ſcem'd to 1 
prize her ſelf upon it. She shew'd the true Spirit of \ 
Nobility ; which is, when all others, to keep up L 
Degrees and good Order in the World, do Re- 
ſpect and Honour Titles, that they who wear them 
overlook and deſpiſe them, and value themſelves 
only upon what 1s their own, not what 1s derived | 
trom Anceſtors. And as for all the Splendor, and | 
Gratifications of the World; ſhe ſeem'd generally 
ſo indifferent in . the purſuit, and ſo unaftected' in 
che uſe of them, as plainly shew'd she fat looſe from 
them. Hadshe lived always in the Eye of worldly 
Vanities, I think in ſome meaſure they would have 
taken off the mind, cither of her, or of any other, 
from God and better things. Bur beſides this, as for 
any other Ettects, I doubr 'us hard to find a Perſon, 
that might be fafclicr truſted with them. For as 
for their being otherwiſe a Snare, she was ſo indit- 
icrent, they could not much have tempted her. 
And having this contempr of the World, she could 
eaſily part with any of the Riches of it tor Good and 
Wife Ends, but not for any others, for shc was fo 
much above Shew, and fo inclined to ſolid Good-_ 
nefs,that her Generolity would notfpend itſelt upon 
Vanity or Extravagance: Bur on any Charitable, 
or Good occaſion, she had a Generous Soul, and 
| would 
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would both readily, and Liberally contribute. 
That, indeed, was her hearts delighr, and if ſhe 
valued Money, whereof ſhe ſhew'd a great Neglect, 
upon any account, it was for the opportunity and 
fatisfactionof doing good with it. T 

Humility was Leckeoved Grace,which ſhe ſought 
of God with earneſtneſs, and which ſhe had at- 
cain'd to Admuration. She had a ſtrange Modeſty 
in her Nature, which made her conceit meanly 
of her ſelt, * and render'd her very backward to 
believe any thing i her could deſerve Praiſe, and 
almoſt afraid to receive ir. She faw too much 
of emptineſs 1n all thoſ- things that puft us up, 
to be Proud of any of them. She might have. 
been exalted in her own Mind, by. reflecting up- 
on her High Birth, and her great advantages of 
Eſtate and Honour.. Burt ſhe had a juſt eſtimate 
| of all, and did- not think her felf the ber- 
| ter or more deſerving becauſe ſhe had, nor ©- 
thers the worſe becauſe they wanted them. Nay, 
her great Virtues, which were Solid Goods, did 
not exalc her.in her own Opinion. I think ſhe 
ſtrove to conceal them: from hcr ſelt : And as for 
any Oſtentation of them abroad ; the was ſo(1had 
almoſt ſaid) oycr-modeſt, and extreamly nice mn 
thac, thac one ſhall not ordinarily ſce more care 
in others io ſhew forth thew Goodneſs, than was 
in hcr to hide it. Sincerity 
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Sincerity and an undiſſembling heart, were not. 
only thc Religion of her Choice, but the Virtue 
of her Nature. No Perfon need be more re. 
ſcrv'd in any thing, that ſhould be kept a Secret, 
and none more true, and plain-hearted in what 
ſhe ſpoke» She knew not how to a&t double in 
any thing, and, indeed, ſhe needed not, havin 
no Thoughts or Ends to conceal and be aſham'd 
of. For ſhc was obliging, without all Deſigns, 
and uſed to harbor no Thoughts of any, but 
what were good ; and purſue no Aims, butwhat 
were Honourable and Juſt: So that whenever ſhe 
ſpoke, ſhe mightſay the Truth, and had no great 
Temptation to diſguiſe it. | | 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe Excellencies, which did 
mg her ſelf, and were duc unto her own Per- - 
on, 

And then as for her Carriage towards all the 


- World beſides, how truly Chriſtian a Part did ſhe 


act in that, in a conſtant kindneſs, candor, and in- 


tire eaſineſs of Converſation. In all which, her Life 
was full of deferv'd Praiſe to her felt, and very 


 -uſetul and inſtructive unto others, fic to direct the 


Lives, and excite the Imitation of all thoſe, who had 


_ the opportunity to behold it. 


She was truly kind, and full of Charity and good 
Natare to allchat converſed with her. Her ſingular 


Modeſty 
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Modeſty wasa great Reſtraint to her in takeing Ac- 
quaintance, and ths, perhaps, may be miſconſtru- 
ed by ſome, who have not either the Skill, or Care 
to diſcern betwixt diſtruſt of ones ſelf, and neglect 
of others. But in reality ſhe had both an humble, 
and a kind heart, prepared to oblige and pleaſe all 
with whom ſhe had to do. She thought no Perſon 
wastoo mean for her to know, and eyery one ſhe 
knew, or indeed ſaw, ſhe was Naturally Courteous 
and Reſpective to. . Aﬀable, and eafie of Acceſs ſhe 
wasto all ; and parcicularly to thoſe, who had any 
thing to ask of her. And when ſhe was to diſpenſe 
a Charity, ſhe had, as a Liberal, fo a tender Hand, 
carctul not only to ſupply the Neceſſity, but, what 
1s a doubling of any Gift, to fave the Modeſty of 
theReceiver, For her Favours came fo eaftly and 
freely from her, and ſhe appear'd to be fo pleas'd 
wrhthem her fclt, as would not only incourage, 
but invite a Beggar. She loycd to fee all Perfons 
plcas'd, and fo (paring was she of any thing chat 
mag trouble them, that tho' ſhe would be com- 
patiionate, and bear a part itt their Sorrows, yet her 
own ſhould be to her felt, and if ſhe covld help it, 
they should ſcldom bear any in hers. Her Defirc 
was to be calic and obliging unto all, and her 'Stu- 
dy, but, indecd, she needed not to ſtudy it, to of- 
fend none. And this Goodneſs was a ſettled Tem- 
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per, ſo firmly rooted in her, that neither. outward 
occurrences, nor bodily indiſpoſitions, (which are 
apt to prevail on others, and mult needs tempther,) 
made her fretful, and uneaſic to thoſe about her ; 
and [ chink it may be astruly ſaid of her,asit can well 
be of any, that ſhe was alwaics in good Humour, | 
She was a Perſon of extraordinary Candor, 1n con- | 
ſtruig all chat others did, or ſaid. Ficre, indeed, 
She excell'd, and, I doubt, 1s rarcly to he parallcll'd. 
She had rt] Witto make Interpretations of all ſorts, 
but her Goodneſs (ti]] determined them on the kind 
tide. So that the Good necded not to fear her 
'Cenſure, and, if they muſt fall under any, the Faul- 
ty had much Reaſon to deſire it. Nay, fo Chriſti- 
anly nice was her Charity in this point, that as she 
would not make Reflections on others Weakncſles, 
or ſay a ſevere thing her (clt; fo, as has becn ſeveral 
times obſerv'd, she could give no Approbation to 
it, when others did it. If she did not become their 
Advocate, in ſuggeſting ſomething intheir cxcuſe ; 
| 8 '$he uſed to rebuke their Accuſcrs by her Silence, or 
2 8:18 hcr Countenance. For ſotruly did she make her 
wi 0; Neighbours Concern her own, that she could not 
ordinarily lend ſo. much as a Snule, to any Ridi- 
culous, or ſmart thing, which was ſaid againſt 
them. | A 
Thus candid was she 1n judging, or ſpeaking of 
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what was done, or (1d by others; and this che was, 
where one is tempted to be moſt ſuſpicious, viz. in 
things which related to her ſelf. For even in them, 
she could ſuſpect no hurt, becauſe she meant none. 


She had ſuch a Native Simplicity, and Generous 


Goodneſs in her own Breaſt, that 5she could not 
without great Proof, and hardly then too, ſuſpect 
otherwiſe of any other Perſon. Scarce any where 


Shall one finde a Nature more flow to take things 


ill, and reſent Unkindneſſcs; or that has fo great 
a Memory as hers in other things, and yct 1s ſo yc- 
ry apt, as she was, to forget them. 

She was a very eafte Perſon in all Converſe, not gi- 


ven, as I noted, to trouble any with her own raiſe, 


or the Diſpraiſeof others, and evidencing an eſteem 


of every Perſon but her ſelf. She was too Generous, 


and good Natured, to ſcorn any for their Mcan- 
neſs; or to deride them for their Folly, and Im- 
pertinence- Whercſoever ſhe went, her cuſtom was 
co take all rhings kindly, finding no faults, and 
much leſs ſpeaking of them. She was a very deſira- 


ble Perſon to be concern'd with, either in confer- 
ps or recciving kindneſſes : For whcn others | 


did any thing for her,shethought itwastoo much ; 
but what $she could do for them, she overlooked as 
if she had done nothing. She expected ſo little to 
her (clf, that she was ncver apt to take exceptions F 
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and was fo humble, innocent, and obliging, that 
ﬆhc was in little danger of doing any thing tor o- 
thers to except againſt. Scarce any thing could 
anger her, that was done to her, and much leſs 
would- any . thing anger others, that paſſed from 
her. So that every one was ſure to be at eaſe, and 
have nothing to provoke them,whil'lt they kept her 
COmpany. | 

She ſpoke not much, but was of few words a great - 
Art of keeping Innocence, (cſpecially in an Age 
that abounds 1n Cenſure) under all the Temptati- 
ons to Diſcourſe, and of having little to Repent of. 
This, perhaps, ſome may think, whatever 1t be of 
their Virtuc and Wiſdom, is no Commendation of 
the Wit and Parts of any Perſon. But every Wiſe 
Man knows, that Underſtanding conſiſts in Wiſe 
and Periinent, and not in much talking. God had 
given her a ſolid Reaſon, and when $he did ſpeak, 
i was truly Pertinent, and worth the hearing. And 
during all the time I have had the Happineſs to ob- 
ſerve 3 | do not remember what frivolous, or 
fond thing I have heard come from her. She could 
not allow her (clf to fay i]| of any, nor could lend 
a Word, or ſparc, as I ſaid,ſo much asa Smile in ap- 
probation when others did ; and therefore when- 
ſocyer the Faults an! Blenushes of Perſons was 
the Topick of Diſcourſe, it was little she had to 


ſpeak. 


= 
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ſpeak. But tho' her Diſcourſe was the leſs upon 
that account, yet | am ſure the Example 1s good, 
and it was the more innoccntand protitable, which 
makes an abundant amends for it, _ | 
In a word, She was a truly exce/lent, and amiable 
Perſon ; plentifully indow'd with thoſ: Qualitics 
that may gain Love, and with thoſe. Virtues which 
deſerve Imitation. Andshe had this Teſtimony of 
her Worth, which shews not only the reality, but 
the greatneſs of 1t; she was not, as too many others 
are, liked beſt at firſt, but ſti]] grew higher 1n c{teem, 
as shc was longer and better known. For $he had 
ſuch a Stock of true and ſolid Goodneſs, as could 
not be difcovered (eſpecially thro' the Vail her Mo- 
deity cait beforc 1t) till Time drew 1t out, and till 
adminiſtred matter to thoſe that beheld her, for a 
new and growing Aﬀection. Sheenvicd no Per- 
ſons Condition, but was hugely pleas'd and con- 
ecnted in her own. She was a {incere Chriſtian, an 
Ornament to her Husband, (by whom ſhe was 


_ dearly Beloved, and in her Mcinory highly Ho- 


nour d, as ſhe molt juitly difery'd it), and an ex- 
traordinary B.ciling to this Family, who do rcligh- 
edly ſubinuc tot aso what God has order'd, but 
think the Loſs of ſuch a Treaſure fo great, thac in 
this World they dare not hope to mcet with any 


thing that can repair 1t, 


= 
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And what is ſtill the Crown and Glory of all 
theſe Perfections, amudit all this, she was, as I hin- 
red, (o free from Oftentation, and fo oppoſite to any 
thing that looked like ſeeking Praiſe, as nothing in 
this World ordinarily can be more. She was a Per- 
ſon, as of a very great, fo, what makes it greater 
ſill, of a very conceal'd Goodneſs. She uſed Arts 
to hide her Virtues, and would hardly be brought 
to acknowledge any thing to her juſt Praiſe, and 
did astruly ul pains to avoid the Opinion of be- 
ing Excellent in any Endowments, as others do to 
obtain it. Sothat she was ike the Sun wrapt up in 
a Cloud, her Rays were caſt all inward, and, {6 
far as she could order it, shone only to herfſclt, and 
ro Almighty God. She would, it ſeems, as far as 
She was able, be good eqn, py for Iis Sake, and 
ſeck no worldly Advantage by it : But at the fame 
time $he aſpricd to be great in Goodnels,she shunn'd 
the Reputation of being thought fo. — 

Such were the Virtues, and ſo conſiderable were 
the Attainments of this Pious Soul in Righteouſneſs. 
And being fo well ſtored in Goodneſs, 1t may well 
be expected ſhe ſhould have hcr ſhare in Comforts, |} 
and, as the Textſays, have Hepe in her Death. And 
fo, indeed, 1t was- Her Death was. very ſudden, 
ſuſpected by none, nor inall appearance by her ſelf, 
till ſhe awaked 1n the Jaws of 1t, and faid '/e was a 
Dying, 


i 
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Dying This was very ſhort warning. But tho' 
it maP be ſudden, it is never too ſoon to a Good 
Chriſtian. - A well-ſpent Life is ſuch a Preparation, 
that altho' 1t comes the moſt unexpected, it canne- 
yer take them unprovidcd, but they may meet it 

upon any intimation. But this ſuddenne(s, tho' it 
| could not indanger the fafcty, yet was it a mighty 
Tryal of the clear Conſcience, and firm Hopes of 
this excel|cntPcrſun. If any thing had ſtuck upon 
her, or ſhe had been conſcious of any thing to af- 
| fright her; then, no doubt; had been the Time to 
tear, when the Judge had ſent the Suramons, and 
call'd her in to come before him. But, whether from 
the Applauſe of a clear Conſcience, which, having 
been hitherto a Faithful Guide, proved nowa Com- 
fore to her ; or whether from the intimation of 
ſome good Angel, that was come to carry oft his 
 Charge(1f Angels do then begin a Correſpondence, 
and give kind intimations when a Soul 15 juſt leaving 
the Body, and going to Converſe and be Fellow- 


Citizen with themſelves) : From which ſocyer of. 


theſe Cauſes, I ſay, it hapned, thus it was, this 
Happy Soul 1n that Suprize, had a clear, chearful 
Confidence, and a forctaſte of that Joy and Peace 
God was preparing for her.  _ 

Tho' ſhe knew ſhe was going in haſte, ſhe could 
take time, and ſpend ſome of thoſe few minutes 


ſhe 


on the Lady Digby. 2 


—_— TE I ER ny” 00”, wrwrtrous- are as 1 RT - 


32 A Funcral Sermon 
ſhe had ſtill remaining, to declare her mind in ſome 
Things which ſhe would have ordered. And ob- 
ſerving her Nurſe that was attending her, to fall a 


weeping, with an cyen and undiſturb'd Mind ſhe 
rebuked her, and bid her not to weep for her, for 


ſhe was going to be Happy, and to be an Angel in 


Heaven. . | 


' And thus I have cndeayour'd to give ſome Ac- 


count of this Excellent Perſon, and to lay out ſome 
of thoſe Virtues in her, which may bring Honour 
to God, and the greateſt Bencht to our ſelves, b 


_ onr Godly Imitation of them, Thus, cho' to ſome 


who knew her not, or who looked not near or long 
enough upon hcr to diſcover a Goodneſs fo filent 
and fecret, it may fecm an ample; yet to thoſe 
who knew her beſt, perhaps will appear an imper- 
fect Draught. Bur I pretend not to give a pertect 
Deſcription of her. She was of ſuch a n:odeſt Good- 
neſs, and her Virtues ſo induſtriouſly conceal'd, that 
[ bclieve a juſt account of them 18 only known to 


| God, and mult then only be laid our at large to all 


the World, when he comes to reward openly what 
was done in ſecret. I have only deſign'd to draw 
this Fair Saint in ſuch. Virtues, as I deſire from her 
Copy to make live things, and to tranſlate into o- 
thers Practice. For nothing is more inſtructing to 


the World, and more like to bring Virtue inco Pra- 


ctiſc, 
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&iſe, than to draw it out in the Lives and Acts of 
Pious Perſons. This ſhews men what they are to do 
in Religion,and withal that itis a feaſible thing ; and 
thcrein both directs, and excites to Imitation. I am 
furc there 1s much to be learn'd in ſuch a Pattern as 
this 1s, and as the World has great necd, ſoI hope it. 
will reap ſome Profit by ſuch Examples. 

What further now remains for us, but to preſerve 
the Memory of her Great Virtues always freſh in 
our Minds, and expreſs the Copy: of them in our 
Practice? For this is the beſt way of remembring 
the Dead, which brings in moſt Advantage to our 
ſelves, and moſt Honour to them, to imitate what 
was good in them; when the Piety, and Hunul- 
ty, and Juſtice, and Charity, and other Virtues of 
£ Dead, are kept alive, and ſhewn in the Cors 
verſ2tion of the living, It is only theſe Virtues which 
carricd thoſe who arc gone, and which can carry 
us t00 1h the end to a joyful Refurretion. Where- 
to in thy due Time, do thou, O! Bleſſed God, 1n 
thinc abun:dint Goodneſs bring us all for Chriſt 
his ſake. Amen. _—_ 


FINIS. 


